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TO-:THE 


READER 


Courteous Reader, 


Pon my certain Knowledge 

that the Author (who was 

a German, and died in that Coun- 
try, and by whoſe Death theſe 
Two, and a Third Part, came there 
to my Hands ;, which if theſe Two 
Parts are well accepted, will here- 
after be Publiſhed) was a true Ma- 
[ter of the Secret he writetÞ of, as 
wel] as a Man of great Propity 
and Trety, and of various Polite 


an1 Uſeful Knowledge and Learn- 
A 2 ing 


To the Reader. 

ing, permit me to ſpeak my Thoughts 
ſo freely, as to ſay, That if this 
T rat doth not reliſh with you, the 
Fault is either in your Pallat, that is 
pleaſed only with ſome particular 
orts of Meats which you are ac- 
cuſtomed to, or elſe in that your 
Conſtitution 15 ſach, that you cane 
not bear ſtrong Meats, and not the 
Diſh ſet before you. 


 — 
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CHAF. 
\AVg Hoſoever attempteth the 
| ſearch of our Glorious 
Stone, he ought 1n the 
firſt place, to Tmplore the Aſſiſtance of 
the Al powerful Jehowa, at the Throne 
of his Mercy, . who isthe True and Sole 
Author of all Myſteries of Nature ; 
the Monarch of Heaven and Earth, the 
King of kings, Omnipotent, molt 'True 
and moſt Wiſe 5 who not only maketh : 
manifeſt (in the Macrocoſme) the truth 
of every Science to Worthy Phitoſo- 
phers, and liberally beſtoweth botk' 
Natural and Divine Knowledge oi 
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(2) 
the Deſerving and Faithful ; but alſo 
layeth open his Treaſures of Health 
and Riches (which are lock*d up in the 
Abyſs of Nature) to thoſe who Devout- 
iy Worſhip him. And foraſmuch as 
none are permitted$to touch the My- 
ſteries of Nature with foul Fingers ; 


_ therefore it behoveth all who attemtp 


{uch matters, to lay aſide their Natural 
Blindnets (from which, by the Light of 
the Holy Scripture and a fſtedfaſt Faith, 
they may be freed) that being the 
means by which the Holy Spirit doth 
clearly make maniteft the moſt pro- 
foundly hidden Light of Nature ; 
which Light alone lays open the way 
to the Witdom of Nature, and to un- 
lock the moſt abſirute Myſteries there- 
Ot, 
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CHAT. i. 


LL the Mafters of Alchimy, who 
have ever Treated of this Cele- - 

brated Stone, and left us any thing in 
Writing, have declared the Matter 
and Subje& ( which is the chief 
part of this Art) ſo obſcurely, that 4- 
pollo himſelf would be tired in unrid- 
ling the £nigma's they have excogitated 
concerning it. And this doubtful 
Declaration of the Matter, is the 
Reaſon why many who ſeek this 
Science with out the Light of Na- 
ture, are precipitated into very great 
Errors ; becauſe they know not the true 
Subje& of this Art, but buſie themſelves 
about other things altogether unfit for 
the Work. Bur they ought to conſider 
what the Philoſpher's Stone is in its 
own Nature, and what qualities it hath, 
and fo comparing the qualities of their 
Matters with the qualities of the Stone, _ 
the thing it+ ſelf will diſcover what 1s 
Truth and what not. 
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i. The Stone in its Perfeftion is per- 
manent inthe Fire, and deſpiſeth the moſt 
extream, violence of the Flames. 

2. It containeth in it ſelf, in great as 
bundance the Vital Fire, and the Vertues 
and Powers of the Superiors and Inferiors 
concentrated 1n it, | 

2. It is reſolvable in any Liquor. 

4. It abounds with fixed and tinging 
Sp:rits, which before its compleat Perfecti- 
0x were Volatil. | 

5. Before its Perfeftion it hath two di- 
ſtir parts, one volatil, the other fixt, 

6. It is of moſt eaſie fuſion. 

7. It containeth the three Principles of 

ature in the higheſt parity, namely Salt, 
Suiphur and Mercary. 

8. It containeth in potentia Go/d and 
StUwer. 

'Q. It is made ont of one thing. 


7 the Stone hath the qualities a- 
bovementioned, 1t 15s plain and evident 
that the SubjeCt of it ought to have the 
bike. Namely, 


1. That the Seubjedt of 578 Stone be 0n- 
{1 233? / hy 
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2. That 
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ad Silver. 
. That it contain in it the threePrinci- 
ples of Nature. 
4. Thatit be of moſt eaſie Fuſion. 
5. That it conſift of volatile and fixt 
arts. 
6. That it abound with Tinitures both 
red and white. | 
7. That it be neſaluapt in any Liquoar. 
8. That it be theplace of reſidence of the 
wital fire, and the Vertaes of the Superior 
and Inferiors. | 
9. That it endare the utmoſt force of the 


Flames. 


*Now let the Seekers compare the 

_ qualities of their Subjects with the fore- 

mentioned qualities, and then they will 
ſee whether they are right or wrong. 

I know there are many who will not 
approve of this Deſcription of our Sub- 
ject ; eſpecially thoſe who are whol- 
ly employed about 5, ©, vulgar %, 
the perfect Metals, Marchafites, Vege- 
tables, Animals, Stones, and other hke 
things, all which are by no means com- 
parable to our Subject, part of which 
things are cither partly or wholly Vola- 

t B 3 til, 


2. That it have in it, in potentia, Gold 


(6) 

til, or wholly combuſtible and inſepa- 
rable by any means or by any Liquor, 
unleſs perhaps they are ralliuble a 
Corroſive. All Philoſophers do declare 
that the Knowledge of this Divine Sci- 
ence conſiſteth in the Knowledge of the 
Elements and their occult Operations ; 
which is a certain 'I ruth, andit were to 
be wiſhed that thoſe, who employ their 
Thoughts about the abovementioned 
Ernciples, would ſtudy this ſaying, and 

ollow its direction ; there would not 
then be ſo many Sophiſters, and ſo few 
Philoſphers; and they would do well 
to ſeek out one of the Ancient Philoſo- 
phers who expoundeth the Elements, 
and their occult Operations, But this 
is ſcarce found in any one,or if perhaps it 
1s to be found, yet by reaſon of the ob. 
{cure Stile of the Author, 1t meets with 
incredulous Diſciples. 

And therefore for the ſake of ſome 
good Men, who perhaps bear an honeſt 
Mind, I will Diſcourſe fomething of the 
Elements, and their Operations, and 
firft and chiefly of the Mover of the E- 
lements, and of its Life; which not be- 
i:s known, the whole Operation of the 
Elements 1s unknown, 

This 
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This Mover of the Elements which, 
not without good reaſon, I will call the 
living Fire, 1s two-fold, the one vola- 
til, the other xt, reſiding 1n the Cen- 
ter of the Earth, of which at preſent 
I will not ſpeak, but of the volatil ; 
which 1s a Subſtance Inviſible, Spiritu- 
al, and wholly Fiery, an Eternal Light 
neareſt to God, the Life of the Ele- 
ments, from which the Sun and Moon, 
the radiant Stars, and whatſoever £1V- 
eth forth a Luſter in the Heavens, takes 
its Original and Splendor,flying through 
the Univerſe, every where preſent, and 
moſt of all in thoſe things which ſtand 
in need of continual Nourithment, in- 
Gdowed with innumerable Virtues. This 
leſtial Light is Originally moſt pure 
in it ſelf, as long it is not defiled by im- 
pure Bodies ; the Knowledge whereof 
is the Sea of Wiſdom, which 
all who have obtained Light from 
the . Holy Spirit, and Faith from 
the Father of Lights, ought to keep 
fate, if they deſire a happy Succeſs in 
this Myſterious Philoſophy. This 
Light deſcendeth daily into the Ele- 
ments, which are Bodies internally Spi- 
ritual, very ſimple, and moſt powerful; 
| 4 WICH , 


( 8 
which contain in themfilves a certain ſe” 
mina] Spirit, which is the very Element; 
and which Spirit of every Element is 
ſtirred up to motion by the living Fire ; 
and if it were abſent, the Elements 
would be dead, eſpecially the Fire, if it 
were deprived of this kery Splendor, 
which by it felf, and not by accident, 15 
the true Princip! 'e of Motion in all 
things; and to ae the paſſive Elements 
are obedient. Burt yet this Agent can- 
not act wits the Elements, nor the 
Elements upon one another without 1t. 
For this cauſe the Elements were made, 
by the moſt High Creator, which to- 
gether with their Body contain a cer- 
cain ſeminal Spirit, very power, 
which liech hid 25a Soul in them, out of 
which; Oy the action of the living Fire 
upon it, daily ne! w ſecds are proci Iced. 
T'his | [iv 0g Fire, with which the Hea- 
vens and all things are 1ited by the Cre- 
ator, GE {cendeth through the Elements 
inro the Subject, w hich is called the 
Baiſom of Nature, oy Fammat 
ram, m:7nefta, the G rec Dragon, A<9% 
| 7 the : Fire © * Nat ature, the Uni- 
erial _ the S: & of the Forth, out 
-! hi all Bodies which confilt of the 
Uo: | Elements 
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Elements are pr auced by Nature; and 
out of this Matter, by the adminiſtra- 
tion of an ingenious Artiſt, by means 
of a Spagiric deſtrution, new forms of 
Natural Bodies may be produced;which 
is one of the greateſt Arcana of Secret 
Phiſophy. For in this Subjc& lye ſe- 
cretly hidden all the Virtues, Proper- 
ties, and ſplendors of Animals, Vegeta- 
bles, and Minerals, Metals, "and Pre- 
cious Stones 3 which by help of Vulcan, 
are brought from Darkneſs to Light. 
Now I will deſcribethe Aftion of our 
Iving Fire upon the Elements, which 
deſcendeth out of the Fire into the 
Heavens as on the Element of Fire, and 
there whatſoever is lucid'or oliſter; ing 
as the Sun, Moon and Stars, doth {e- 
cretly derive its Original from this living 
Fire, and conſtituteth this principal E- 
lemen t, and obeyeth 1itas a Son the Fa- 
ther, and a Patient its Agent. And 
from this living Fire, th c Heaven hath 
its chief Power of ating ; and is of ſo 
great conſequence, _ it 1ts Action 
kf tne Heaven ſho ould ceaſe for one 
moment of time, whole Nature would 


be "raid. For the Sun, Moon and 
Stars would loſe thcir ative and influ- 


ential 


( 10) 

ential Virtue, the Elements would not 
move, and nothing for ever would have 
any Aion ; which would be a great 
miſchief to the Earth, and extreamly 
hurtful to all Mixts. For the Power and 
Virtue of this living Fire is fo great,that 
if that were abſent,the Elements would 
be dead, eſpecially the Heaven, an E- 
lement which moſt of all ſtands in need 
of this Light. Having paſſed through 
the Heaven, it comes into the Air, that 
great and moſt thin Element, and infi- 
nuateth it ſelf moſt intimately into it. 
In this Element the Virtue of this Fire 
doth chiefly manifeſt it ſelf ; becauſe in 
itis inſpiſſated, and conſtituterh the vi- 
tal Air ; which Airis then agreeable to 
the Creatures, for ſuſtaining of life. For 
this living Fire ſ1mply is not convenient 
for the Creatures, nor yet the ſimple 
Air; but Fire congealed with the moſt 
pure part of the Air, and Air impreg- 
nated with the Ccaleſtial living Fire; 
and ſo they conſtitute vital Airs, which 
every living Creature receiveth for the 
conſervation of its life, "This living 
Fire needeth the Soul of the Elements, 
chiefly of the Air, which it makes uſe 
of tor aYehicle,that thereby it may more 
eaſily 
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eaſily enter into the other Elements,that 
is to ſay the Water, a ſubtile and thin 
Element, in which it is yet more inſpiſ- 
ſated, and taketh a more groſs Body of 
which it ſtandeth in need for irrorating 
of all Terreſtrial things, eſpecially , 
Salts, Minerals and Stones ; all which 

need ſuch irroration ; then being Cloa- 
thed with a thick Garment, 1t paſſeth 
into the Earth, a dark and think Ele- 
ment, and of a very Powerful fixing 
Virtue; and there it puts on a faline 
Body, which predominates over all - 
things, and contains the reft of the 
Principles, which it had received in the 
Air, Heaven and Water, that is to ſay, 
Sulphur and Mercary,by Virtue of which 
it becometh capable of Production. This 
Salt is the Soul of the Earth, and all o- 
ther things. Therefore 1f the Earth 
were deprived of this Salt, it would 
want the Power of ſprouting and bud-. 
ding, which conſiſteth only in this Salt; 
of which alſo Moſes was not ignorant, 
ſaying (in the ſecond Chap. of Gen.) 
And there went up a mift from the middle 
of the Earth, and watered the ſaperfictes 
of the ground; which Vapour can be 
nothing elſe, but but the ſubtile Pe 
® 


(12) : 
of this Salt, which” hath ſettled it ſelf 
in the Center of the Earth, and by the 
warmth of the Corporeal Water are 
made to aſcend, and ſo do water the 
whole Superficies, - 

Thus we clearly and evidently ce, 
that this living Fire putteth on no other 
Body than that of Salt-; becauſe that 
alone 1s fit for Generation, And fo the 
Ballam of Nature is generated by the 
action of the Fire upon the Elements. 

Now I will ſpeak but a very little of 
the fixed living Fire, which. is hidden 
in the Earth or Center of the World, 
and there hath taken up its moſt fixed 
Habitation ; and by many Philoſophers 
is called the Corporal Water ; but it 
may better be called the Fire of Bodies. 
Toknow this is is the moſt ſecret My- 
itery in al! our Philoſophy. This fixt 
Fire hath a great ſympathy with the vo- 
lat] Fire ; tor 1t wanteth it as an ali- 
ment, and to its Nouriſhment, which it 
continually attracteth out of the Wa- 
terand Air,and converteth into its own 
Subſtance ; and in this as in a Center all 
tac Virtue lyeth concentrated , which 
being ſcattered, flyeth in the Circum- 
ICTEIICe 3 as may be obſerved 1n Man, in 
whom 
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whom this Fire fixed in the Center of 
of the Heart, hath its Seat as the Yolk 
in the Egg. But its Operation is in- 
viſible and very fecret, and yet very 
powerful, which alſo few know ; for 
it operates by its heat in all things, 
which lie in the Earth, and exciteth ' 
_ the Fluxand reflux of the Sea, as the 
Pulſe in Man is excited by the Fire 
which lieth hid in the Center of his 
Heart. Hence alſo all the Watery and 
Airy Vapours, by the help of this Fire 
are elevated from the Earth and Sea in- 
to the Air, which Compoſe the Clouds, 
and by rarefaCtion of the Winds (being 
impregnated by the vital Spirit) fall 
down again to the Earth in form of 
Water. 
And thus every Searcher of Nature 
mult acknowledge it to be true, that 
there is only one SubjeCt under the con- 
cave of the Moon, in which alone the 
Virtues as well of the Superiors as of 
the Inferiors, lie concentrated ; cut of 
which by the Chimical Art, ftupendi- 
* ous things may be brought to pals. 
This Body is Salt, but not common: 
Salt, or any other Salt of this kind, bur 
a Saturnine and Minerd! Salt, _ 
th 
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hath choſen to it ſelf a reſidence in the 
Sphere of Sztwrs; and is alſo called the 

Heart of Satury ; out of which bein 

made clean and bright, and . purg 
from all Excrements, by an eafie Art, 
* a certain gummy Liquour 1s drawn, 
called by the Name of a Glorious Mer- 
' eaury, But you muſt be wary 1a the 
choice of this Salt. There is only one 
Salt which is uſeful to us, a pontick fie- 
ry, bitter and Mineral Salt of a Satur- 
_ »:ixeNature, out of which this famous 
Liquor is extrafted ; which is of ſo great 
moment, that without it,no Tran{mus- 
tation of Metals can be made. In this 
Mercurial Liquor may be ſeen what is 
Sslphur and Mercury ; for the Sulphur 
at firſt ſheweth it ſelf in a Purple and 
Yellow colour ; but the Mercury is 1n- 
veſted with a Watery and Airy humi- 
dity ; and tho' the Salt appeareth not, 
yet its Virtue is eminent 1n this Liquor. 
For it is wholly Saline, and by anaſie 
Fire 1s coagulated into a permanent 
Earth, which repreſenteth Salt. And 
{o you have three Principles of Nature, 
Salt, Sulphur and Mercury, Theſe are 
bur a few things which I have ſaid of 


the matter ; which tho? it be very fe- 
crets 
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cret, yet the Operation of it is more 
ſecret which nevertheleſs in my follow- 
ing Diſcourſe I will reveal, ſo thar its 
occult may be made manifeſt only to 
Men EleQted by God. 


CHAP. IIL 


Have ſaid above, that the living Fire 

(with which the Heaven and the 
Elementsare filled by the Creator) doth 
ſecretly deſcend into the Subjet which 
is the Balſam of Nature, and the ab- 
ſolute Subject of the Philoſophers Stone; 
whoſe nine Properties I have declared, 
and which I think fic alittle to unfold ; 
in the ſearch ot which the Ancient Phi- 
loſophers were yery long employ'd, 
"This Natural Body in which So! and 
Lan doinhabit, they found ; as ſutit- 
ciently appeareth by theWriting which 
they have left us; out of which the 
Modern Rout of Alchimiſts who. ſeek 
the Golden Stone, have imagined as 
many Chimeras as their Brains could 
reaci ; 
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reach ; whereof ſome affirm that the 
Concretes of che Vegitable and Ani- 
mal Kingdom, others that Minerals as 
Antimony, Sulphur and Marchaſutes, and 
thereſt of the Minerals; others, that 
Metals themſelves, Gold* and Silver ; 
but others of a more ſubtile Wit, that 
Vitrioland cemmon Salt 1s the Subje& 
of the Glo! 10us Stone; which Opinions 
the ſincere Seacher of Nature ought 
toleave free to their Authors ; and ler 
him know by the Light of Nature 
and Experience, that the chiefeſt Error 
of theſe Smatterers inChymiltry is,that 
they falily perſuade themſelves, that 
there are divers Subjects of this Art, 
contrary to the general Rule of the 
Philopſokers, who teach clearly, that 
there 1s only one Subject, and ſay that 
that is compounded of the Four Ele- 
ments, out of the three Principles of 
Nature ; and ſo both the four Elements, 
and the three Principies of Nature com- | 
ſe their Stone, by which they delude 
theſe fooliſh Chimical Novices. For 
they ſay,the Stone is made of one thing, 
or two, of three, and of four: By 
which contradictions, they declare to 


| the Sons of Art, and Pious Searcher, 


this? 
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this only wonderful SubjeCt of this Art. 
For immediately this thing which coms 
poſeth the Stone is but one ; which is 
divided into a fixt and a volatil, into an 
Agent and Patient, and ſo it is two z 
and altho? it be fo divided, yet it doth 
by no means loſe its Unity. So alſo 
when it 15 divided into Salt, Su/phar, 
and Mercury, and {o is three-fold , nei- 
_ ther doth this Diviſion deſtroy its Uni« 
ty ; much leſs doth the Diviſion into 
tour Elements do ſo. And tho* this 
matter be common, yet i is not known 
to theſe Novices in Chymiſtry, who 
ſeek it among Animals, Vegetables, 
and partly Minerals ; but they know 
not that in theſe it is already de- 
termined ; among the Minerals, the 
chief are Antimony, Vulgar Mercury, 
and V:irriol. To Avtimony indeed there 
1S found a Mercury, but too much coas 
gulated ; and allo a Szlphar, but too 
combuſtible. In Yitriol there isallo a 
Mercurial Nature, but too acid, and 
hath no incombultible Sulphurous Salt. 
In Mercury and other Minerals, there 
iS found a uſeleſs proportion both of 
Sulphur and Mercury, of which the 
greatelt part is in mu wholly YVolarit, 


Or 
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or wholly Combuſtible, and ſo 15 not 
fi: for this Art, but our only Miners, in- 
cloſed in an Earthly Subſtance, out of 
which may be plentifully drawn the 
Philoſophers Aqua Permanens, whole 
Virtues are alſo powerful as well in Art 
as in Medicine, and in no lort Ve- 
nemous, but it is the chief Purger of 
Humane Bodies, by Urine and Sweat ; 
the higheſt Medicine for the Venerial 
Ditcaſe, Cancers, Leproſy, Fiſtula's, 
and other incurable Diſeaſes. And its 
Virtue 15 greatin a Lxartaze, the Drop- 
ſy, Stone, Gout; it moſt powerfully 
refifteth all Poyſon and Philters. But 
of whar kind this Matter is, which 
15 12dowed with: ſuch Virtue, and out 
of wich 1s plentifully drawn the Fa- 
-10us Philoſophical Mereary, T have ſuf- 
hciently demenſtrated in the preceding 
Ciharter,and herein will farther demon- 
ſtrate; which is not properly Mineral 
nor Vegitable or Animal ; yet a Metal- 
line Sulphur, Salt and Merenry, are toge- 
ther purely and plentifully in it, which 
is obvious toevery one, and lieth hidden 

every thing, but efpectally in the 
Earth,che receptacle of all the influences, 
1 Which alio the Virtues of the Sun, 
Noon, 
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Moon and Stars are found Corporally. 
This the Artiſt ought to take where it 
is moſt near and moſt pure, in form of 
a Trine-ſalt, which elſewhere I called 
the Salt of Satxarz. Our of this Salt 
groweth Gold, and all other things in 
the whole Mineral Kingdom; and in- 
to it they may be reſolved again. And 
as in Gold lieth hidden a bright and dia- 
phanous Sz/pher : So allo in our Sa'ar- 
nine Miners, there is a Caleſtial Solar 
Fiery, Diaphanous red and {weet Su/- 
phur. For where there is glittering 
Brightneſs, there is light; where 
is Light, there is Heat ; where 1s Hear 
there is Life and very powerful action; 
and which 1s a great matter, in it reign 
the Elements animated with a living 
Fire, which is a Ccoleſtial vivifying, 
fertil and greening Spirit ; the Light, 
Force and Life of all things. And als 
tnough the Ccaleſtial Sun doth much 
help the the produfction of Sublunary 
Creatures, yet without this Internal 
Sun nothing can be generated ; which 
alſo the Philoſophers knew. There- 
fore all other Concretes are rez<cted, 
as allo Salts, except one wilich 1s the 
Salt of Wiſdom, Power and Strength, 

C 3 and 
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and the Mother of the other Salts, 
namely our Central Saturnime Salt, a Sul- 
phu-ous and Mercurial Salt; whole 
Heart and Blood doth eaſily ditlolve e- 
very Metal, and coagulate Mercury. 

The Fire as Soland Luna, tho' they 
appear not to ſight, yet they are power- 
fully in the'1n ward parrsof our matter, 
& 1t poſleſieth the ſeminal Virtue of all 
things ; ſo alſo that unleſs what is hid- 
den in it be made "manifeſt, they will 
not appear ; which is done only by re- 
duction and purification of the Matter, 
that the Feces (which be Clouded over 
Sos/and Luna) may be throughly purg- 
ed away, and the Matter may firſt 
crow whiteasa Diamond, and be as 
tulgent as a Ruby, then they appear 
to fight. Which reduction muſt be 
made with a certain contrary Liquor ; 
tor So) and Luxa, which are ſecretly in 
our Matter, and rule powerfully 1a it, 
are not reduced ſo as to appear to (ight, 
unie[s this redu&tion 1s made by a con- 
trary, which is a Menſtrum or moſt 
{ubttie Vapour, penetrating and 
reſolving, containing in it Air, 
Fire, and Water, and fſeparatin 
the pure from the impure, and yet felt 
extracted 
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extracted out of our M{;zera; which 
Liquor poſſeſſeth only power of re- 
ducing, manifeſting, and multiplying 
 TinQtures; and therefore it is called 
the Secret Fire of Nature, which alone 
exciteth and perfetterh Tinttures. Euc 
yet we muſt not therefore ſuppole that 
the Subject is red or any other colour, 
but it is white and red only in Potextia; 
becauſe this Nature of rednetis lieth ſc- 
cretly hidden in rhe Belly of: the Air of 
our Matter, not {hewing its Tincture 
viſibly,becauſe if it be pur into the Fire, 
it canoot manifelt a fixed. T inCture, un- 
leſs it be firſt reduced by an ingenious 
Artiſt, ſo that the Watery and Earthy 
heterogeneous Sublitances may be fepa- 
rated ; then appceareth a TincEture re- 
ſiting the Fire, and ſhewing it {elf 1n 
it white and red, | 
The certainty of this Solar Subjett 
may be evidenty known, 1t out of ic 
the three Principics of Nature can be ſe- 
parated. Wha: they are I will explain. 
Sulphur reſiding in our Matter, 1s Its 
fiery, moſt ſubtile, and molt thin part, 
partaking of a fubrile Earth, which 1:.- 
E deed 1s the perfeQt and abſolute Tin- 
| Eture, having power of rubifying and 
2  " Huw 
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1]uminating every Body, by reaſon of 
Its innate oyly, very fat, unQtuous and 
viſcous, ficry andethereal quality ; upon 
which account it 1is able by :rs ſubtile 
and internal atQtion to produce all 
Natural things, Which Sulphar is called 
_ the Philoſophers ſecret Fire, rhe living 
Fire, and the luminous part,&c. There- 
fore it any one in the Anatomy of -our | 
Matter ſee a certain ſhining, ſubtite, 
clear Subiltance, full of a fiery ſhining 
rednels like a Ruby, and full of active 
Virtue, he may be certain that he hath 
{cen our S{pher, and the ſecret Fire of 
the Philoſophers. Mercary 1s the Acreal 
and unctuous humidity of our Matter, 
and the inſeparable Companion of 
Sel5p47, and is as a Menſtruum to it, 
cheriihing and nouriſhing it, and a me- 
dim O' conjoyning the Sulphur with 
the 84/7; but the reaſon why it 15 vit- 
cous aS Su/phror, 1s, becavie it hath ſub- 
tiie Earthy parts reſolved init, which 
:* took with it in the Anatomy made 
by external Fire. The Salt is the Prin- 
cinle of Coagulation ;5 and coagulateth 
tho Hercury and Sulphur, and in which 
a new form 1s introduced by the ation 
oi the Spur which operateth in it; 

which 
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which Su/phar is very bitter and acids: 
in which bitterneſs there is a certaih 
fiery ſubſtance corrupting the inward 
parts of the Salt, and which being cor- 
rupted, immediately tt receiveth a new 
form, and that a livin> one, which 1s 
a great vecret. 

Theſe Principles are alſo very much 
defiled with heterogeneous Feces ; 
which an Artift ought to know, Sz/- 
phar in the firtt place, aboundeth with 
deſtruftive and conſuming Feces : But 
the Mercury with watery and cold Sub- 
ſtances, contrary to life ; and 1n Salt 
there are cauſtick, viſcous and bitter 
Salts; all which muſt be {<parared,and if 
not, they occaſion damage and uniucky 
ſucceſs to the Work. 

This one Minera is of eaftie fulton, 
ſo as it can catch Mercary upon the fire 
before his flight; waich ii it be circula- 
ted by the Philoſophers Wheel, lo that 
thoſe parts which hinder ſpeedy fuſtors 
be {cparated, and the Elements firmly 
coagutared, it becomes of more eafle tu- 
fion than it was betor2 ; which fuflion 
dependeth upon the Saline and Sulphu- - 
rous Spirituality, waich 15 a periect ' 
and concentrated Light, penetrating 

C 4 every 
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every Body and' on all fi des illumina- 
ting it with the tioging Rays with 
which 1t abounds. 

The Spagyrical Art by Diſtillation 
and Szparation, affords us two Sw/- 
?hurs our of one Minera of a Saturnine 
.— Nature ; one is volatile and green, the 

Other fixt and fiery ; whch two by cir- 
culating their Elements were made one, 
which Su/phars are of the Nature of 
Salt produced by Nature out of the 
moſt pure Soul of the Elements. Be- 
caule by the mixture of the living 
Fire and this Soul,theſe Sz/phars as pro- 
duced inthe greater World, out of 
which by the Chymical Art the two 
OOTY of the. Philoſophers are cxtra- 
cred, which conſiſt of the moſt ſubtile 
and pure part of the S#/phars produced 
by Nature. Out of this pure Subſtance ' 
Metals are alſo generated, which differ 
only according to the purity of the 
place, and the more or leſs fit diſpoſi- 
fion. Out of theſe two Minerals 15 
Mentifully excratted the Mercury of the 
Philolophers, which is their Radical 
: Humidir ty mIxt with a ſubtile Earth. 
Fo: as by this Earthy Sephur is meanc 
tlic heat and fre of Nature, as —_ 
QUILL 
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 formof the Matter, which we allo call 
Selphur : Soalſo the Humidity of this 
Subſtance is our Su/phur, in which, (if 
they bejoyned by Art in a certain pro- 
portion, and are, decotted in a Glafs 
Veſſel, cixculatinÞ their Elements ; firit 
Water, Air, Fire and Earth, and then 
they are purified by reduction into a 
certain chaotick,thick and viſcous Maſs; 
then by. Diſtillation into Liquor, one 
white, another red and ſhiming as fire; 
laſtly they are fixed intoa glorious and 
permanent Earth) conſifterh all our 
Art. Sulphur is the principal part of 
our Tin&ure, and that which plenti- 
fully beareth rule in our Matter, is two 
fold, as we have declared, white and 
red, fixed and volatil. "The fixt 15 the 
Green Lyon ; which. lieth hid in the 
Center of our Concrete, abounding 
with fixt and tinging 1 inCtures;but the 
volatile is the Fire of Nature and our 
Sulphur, full of Power and Efficacy of 
tinging and illuminating, as his Veſt-_ 
ment doth manifeſtly declare. For it 
15 the blood of our Green Dragon, di- 
filled from the very Bowels of it, a- 
bounding with redneſs ; therefore 1t 1s, 
not without cauſe, called the blood of 
Nature, 
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Nature, which ſtirreth up its own Sal- 
phar, lying hid in an Earthy Subſtance, 
and brings it trom Power into AQ; and 
chen out of it do ariſe our two glorious 
Mercuries, our two pertect Sulphurs, one 
red, the Husband; \ he other white, 
the Wife ; ſpringing out of one Minera. 
And that Sulphur which we call the 
Green Lyon, is th: Fire of Nature, 
which lieth hid in the Cencer of eur 
Subject, underſtand Salr, and there is 
detained ſhut up in a ſtrong Earthy 
Priſon, diſabled toexert its force, un- 
leſs by its aſſociate it be ſet at liberty 
from its Fetters, fo that it may come 
out together with his Companion. This 
deliverance confilteth in ſolution,which 
is very difficult ; for this Sz/phar which 
we allo call the Stone, 15 both moſt hard 
and moſt ſoit in its Nature, and there- 
fore it is notealily diffolved, except in 
its ownLiquor,that 1s his Companton,in 
which it is muſt ſoir; fothar it can be 
jet at liberty only by this acry Compa- 
nion, Which otter wile could nct be de- 
ivcred, nctther by Fire nor Water ; 
which isaSecret known to few,of which 
T will ſpeak mor: particularly hereaſter. 
Tins fixt Saiphnry 1s very powerful, and 
{uſtaineth 
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ſuſtaineth every thing that operateth in 
Nature, but as ſoon as it is ſet free, it 


 ceaſeth from its labour, it together 


with its Companion it be carried aloft, 
and in the top of the Veſlel, where if 
they are detained, they conſtitute a 
certain Subſtance bright as L#xa, called 
Diana; at this time I ſay, it receiveth 
the power of Tranſmuting. 

Since the Stone is of the Subſtance of 
Salt, it reſolveth it {elf in any Liquor ; 
but the Salt, out of which 1t 15 prepa- 
red, 1s of moſt profound reſearch, and 
differeth much from other Salts ; for it 
1s fluid in the fire, and values not its 
Martyrdom at all; and loſeth nothing 
of its Virtue therein, though it be kepr 
in it divers years, which other Salts, as 
Vitriol, Sal Gemme, and other the like 
Salts, cannot do; for by often repeating . 
12nitions, they all rurn to an unprofta- 
ble and unfiifxible Calx, which 1s not 
re{olvable in any Liquor, being of the 
Nature of damned Earth. 

Tho' the matter to fight 1s moſt 


_ vile and moſt cold, yer its more inward 


parts are mcer Fire, and: aboundeth 
with the Living Fire, and the Virtues 
both of the Superiors and Inferiors ; 
anu 
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and therefore its Soul flyeth in all 
places to bring down the Living Fire. 
For the Father of it 15 the S#zx, and the 
Mother the 4400n, from which it ſe- 
cretly deriveth the Virtues of all things. 
This Living Fire ruleth powerfully in 
our two radical Su/phnrs, fixed and vo- 
latile ; which two being firmly united, 
do conſtitute our Univerlal Mercary, 
-which containeth in it ſelfthe two Cen- 
tral Fires of the Macroco/m, the Ca- 
leftial and Terreſtrial ; and theſe two, 
by tte help of External Fire, are redu- 
ced 11to one Subitance, in which the 
Ccoleftial and Terreſtrial Virtues lie 
concentrated, which heat 1s the innate 
heat of every thing, which often ſhew- 
eth its ſplendor in the Eyes of Fiſhes, 
Hairs of Brutes and Mea, in Inſects 
generated out of Dew, as allo in rot- 
tca Wood 3 bur I thiak it is ſufficient, 
that every one daily ſeth the luſter of 
Gold and Silver, Pearls and Precious 
Srones, and allo bcholdeth the S2z and 
£1602. 

Laitly,it is to be conſidered, That the 
Tincture of rhe Philoſophers is a Sub- 
ſtance Unging imperfeQt Metals 1n a 
22ry trons Fire, inco perfect Gold and - 
Silver, 
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Silver, from whence it necefſarily fol- 
loweth, that its Subject oughtalſo con- 
ſtantly torefiſt the Flames, and to re- 
joyce in them, But it is not the whole 
Subſtance of the firſt Matter which en- 
dures the Fire ; becauſe it aboundeth 
with many Elementary Feces, which 
are combuſtible in the Fire; but only 
Its pure parts, which are alſo called 1in- 
combuſtible Oyls,rejoyce in theFire,and 
are permanent in it ; becauſe they are 
of a pure Nature, and not defiled with 
any Feces, therefore the Fire cannot 
touch them. Wherefore it is neceſſary 
in the firſt place, tro purifie the Matter, 
and take away the Sphere of Sears, 
which becloudeth rhe Suz and 27002, 
before they can deſpiſe the Fire ; and 
then decoCt theſe parts till they be re- 
duced into one thing, whoſe Virtues 
neither Fire, nor Water, nor Iron, nor 
Air, can diminiſh,but they,uavanquiſh- 
ed,refiſt all their force, Conſider there- 
fore, O Man, the Wiſdom and Power, 
which the moſt Wiſe, Eternal, and Om- 
nipotent God, Jehowa, hath granted thee. 
Confider theſe. things in Humility of 
Heart,and ling Halelsjahs to him with- 
out ceaſing, for Holy, Holy, Holy, ts 


the 
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the Lord Zeboath ; the Heawews and the 
Earth are full of the Majeſty of his Glo- 
ry, Amen. 


CHAT. 5. 


E have ſpoken copiouſly of di- 

vers things neceſſary to this 

Art ; but we will ſpeak yer more, and 
things more neceſſary, among which 
is the ſolution of Gold into Water, 
which is the beginning of making our 
Divine Mercury, and that is, to convert 
the hard and ſoft Nature of our Gold, 
into a thin and watery Subſtance, with 
conlervation of the Internal Nature, 
and Property of Gold. For if this In- 
ternal Su/phar ſhould be corrupted and 
deſtroyed, it would not be a Phyſical, 
but Sophiſtical Operation; but that 
which we defire to pertorm, ought to 
be done with our corrofive pontic bitter 
and Inarp Mercury, which imitateth 
the Natures of Sol and Laza, with 
which we truly-diffolve ; becauſe our 
Sulphur is hard and kepr cloſe in the Pri- 
lon of its Ex:rements ; therefore = 
OuD- 
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Subſtance ought to ſet it at liberty and 
extract it, inthe mean time by the ſame 
Operation we alſo calcine, reduce, dif- 
ſolve and putrifie the Gold. For if 'we 
calcine, the Fire burneth the Heteroge- 
neous fetid and viſcid parts which natu- 
rally adhere co Gold, and conſerveth 
the Homogeneal parts, full of lite, and 
{o attenuateth them, that thereby they 
become of more eaſe ſolution. But no- 
thing doth more deſtroy and conſerve 
theſe parts, than our pontic and corro- 
ſive Mercery, by reaſon of its fiery Na- 
ture wherewith it abounds ; which al- 

{o the Philoſophers call the Fire of Na- 
_ ture; and if they ſpeak of Fire, they 
mean this Water, and not common rae 
venous culinary Fire, as appeareth in 
their Books, when they fay, Burn our 
Copper with very hot Fire, Azoth and 


Fire are ſufficient to burn Laton, and 


yet this burning is done with a gentle 
Fire,for with a very ſtrong one 1t would 
be deſtroyed, becauſe our Mercary be- 
ing tender and full of Fire, cannot bear 
a vehement Fire, which would make it 
fly away from our hard and unattenua- 
ted Gold, and the Gold would remain 
undifſolved, and if it were diffolved; it 
would 
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would aſcend with its Mercury in form . 
of a red ponderous Water, 'There- 
fore alſo in this Operation -two Works 
are performed ; namely, a coagulation 
of Mercury, or of the fiery Subſtance 
into a red Mineral and viſcous Water, 
and a ſolution and converſion of Gold 
into the fame Water ; which the Philo- 
{ophers hint, when they fay, That Mer- 
cary cannot be coagulated unleſs the Su/- 
?hur be diſſolved; and on the other ſide, 
the Sulphar cannot be diflolved, unleſs 
the Mercary be coagulated ; they muſt 
mutually act one upon: another tor the 
performing of this Operation (for Gold, 
which 1s hard and ſtrongly com- 
pacted, needeth this Subtile and Aereal 
Mercary) which it it be accompliſhed, 
out of it 15 generated, by putrefaCtion, 
a middle Water, powerful in TinC&tures; 
which 1s that permanent Water which 
the plilotophers ſo earneſtly deſire; 
that is tofay, that with which, and the 
glorious Salt, 1s generated a certain Sub- 
ſtance which we call Diana regenera- 
ted, and the triumphing Sl/phur of 
Nature. And it 1s to be noted, that this 
regenerated Dzapa 1s generated of the 


fiery Salt and fiery Water, leaving be- 
hind 
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kind it unprofitable Aſhes, and is fo 
fiery and penetrant, that it can burn 


Gold ; and without it no Elixir is made. 


For in our glorious Salt there is a cer- 
tain Virtue which is fiery, ſubtile, pe- 
netrant, and moſt mighty in Power, 
which 1s found in its laſt and utmoſt 
deſtruction, in which is the Virtue and 
Power of multiplying Gold : And it is 
ſo powerful, that this Virtue can nei- 
ther beburned by the yehemence of a 
calcining fire,nor be extinguikhed by the 
coldneſs of the diflolving and wall 
Water,nor be ſtirred by any force of the 
Winds ; Azd therefore, ſaith a certain 
Philoſopher in theſe words; Owr Stone 
7s alone-ponderous, unmoved hy Fire, un- 
moved by Water, unmoved by Wind ;, and 
it is alſo mo#t light, hollow and ſpongeoas, 
moved by Fire, moved by Water, moved 
vy Wind, becauſe it is moved and altered 
by the Spirit which is called Fire, which ts 
called Air, which is called Wind, 

Our Gold is not vulgar Gold, which 
is fold by Gold-ſmiths, or any 
thing like it, but it is a certain other 
Subſtance more preciovs than Gold it 
ſelf, whoſe Green and Golden colour 
doth ſufficiently demonſtrate its on 
D na 
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nal and- Excellence. This green Gold 
inits firſt Root 1s cloathed with a foul 
Garment, which muſt be ſeparzted b 
diffolving it by help of Mercury of Gold, 
firſt extracted out of Gold, and aboun-, 
ding with a bright Golden Sa{phur ; 
which alone is capable of performing. 
this tolution ; becauſe it diffolyeth no- _ 
thing but the golden nature of Gold, 
which 1s of its own Nature. But the. 
Earth adhearing to Gold, 1s not of a 
golden nature, and therefore is not dif- 
tolved by this ſolvent, but falleth to the 
bottom of the circulatory Veſſel, in 


form of a muddy and viicous 'matter, 


very like to the Sediment of Urine, and 
1s eaſily ſeparated from the diſſolved 
Gold. But this Golden Mercary is won- 
derfully intricate to be ſearched out, and 
tho? it be found every where, yet it 1s 
molt difficult to be found, by thoſe 
who know 1t not, tho? ealie to thoſe 
wito know 1t, and know its Nature ex- 
actly. For it 15a white and ſerene,pon- 
derous, acid and pontick Liquor, of an 
ethereal ſubſtance, which 1s ſublimed 
with a moſt gentle fire, and converted 
into Air, and there in a Glaſs Veſſel 
turncth into Water, which is that M 

cele- 
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celebrated Animal, Vegetable, and Mi- 
neral Mercary, which the Ancient Phis 
loſophers knew, eſpecially Laly, who 
doth not without cauſe,call it red Wine, 
and Lanary. © Por it doth not alonecon- 
ſtitute the Eſſence of theſe three Kings 
doms, but alfo the Heaven it ſelf;and all 
the Heavenly and Earthly Natures have 
their Being and Conſervation from 
this Spirit and Watery . Subſtance, by 
reaſon of its living fire with which 1t 
abounds, and without which no Crea« 
ture can live, Therefore the Ancients 
call ira fiery vigour, the Natural living 
fire, Animal, Vegetable, and Mineral3 


by which all things in the Air, Water 


and Earth, which haye life, are nou» 
riſhed, and which failing they die ; by 
which Subſtance 1s row Foo, the true 
ſolution of our Gold, and by no other ; 
becauſe all other Waters are Heteroge. 
neous to our Gold, and therefore not 
fit for our Work. 

Of this kind of Gold we have ſpo- 
ken. Now I will alſo ſay ſomething 
of the Body, which is certain, ſaline, 
ſulphurous, fixt and permanent Matter, 
which mult be diſſolved with a Philo» 


ſophic Menſtruum, elfe all che pains 15 
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loft, whieh are taken in any Operations, 
and they are all vain who boaſt of ſuch 
a Tincture, without this menſtruous 
and permanent Liquor, which alone 1s 
able for penetration, ſubtilifation and 
depuration of this Body, and reducing 


it to the Iigheſt purity. For this Wa- | 


ter was before naturally included in 
this Body ; which if it be again poured 
upon 1t, 1t opens its Pores, and attenua- 
tcth without any inward hurt ; becauſe 
it isof the ſame nature with the Body, 
{o that it can do nothing elſe but nou- 


riſh and conſerve it. This Water is 


extracted out of the very Bowels of our 
Matter ; for even our Body was Water 
before, and by Nature, by means of 
the internal fre, 1s reduced into a Body, 
which 15 eaſily reduced and refolved by 
its own Water, whoſe Nature it before 
had, which it they are diſſolved and 
decoctcd by fire of the firſt degree, con- 
vert themiclves into a viſcous fiery pene- 
trant Subitance, which by farther ope- 


ration paſleth into an Earth, which by 


the Philolophers 1s called the black 
Earth of Mazzeſia, whoſe Operation 
they haye hidden with the utmoſt envy. 


Our 
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-Our humid Mercary,. which contain- 
.eth the fire of the Elements, is extra- 
Eted out of our only Minera, by force 
of external fire, which being highly 
purified, 1s poured again upon the Body 
and conjoyned with it ſo purified, and 
worketh lying upon it, untill at laſt it 
exalteth it to a higher degree ; namely, 
into Lana of Luna, which being again 
diſſolved and putrified with our Water, 
affords us a permanent Water, which 
reſolyeth all Metallic Bodies, yea and 
Precious Stones; with which Water, and 
* our glorious Earth, we prepare our two 
Salphars and Tinfures both white and 
red. But that this Operation may be 
more eafily underitood by all, inutate 
the following manner. 


Praxis, 


Take our Corporal Mercury, Animal, 
Veoetable and Mineral, pure and purged 
by the fire from all Excrements, ana put it 
ito aGlaſs Veſſel, ſtopping it very firmly, 
and digeſt it by aſſation, till the bloody Pores 
of this Body be opened, then take it dry 
6nd diſſolve it in Aqua Fatida, white and 
fonderons, which is alſo Vegetable ; digeſt 

32-3 it 
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# for ſome time till it appear a dry Maſs, 
D:ſſolve this again and filter it well, de- 
cock it till the whole be reſolved into a bloo- 
ay Liquor, ſhining and ponderous ; cirrus 
late this wheeling about and extrafting it 
into a liquid hard and thin Subſtance;which 
i our Mercury, with which Gold and Sil- 

wer are burnt into Aſhes: A great and 

-wonderful Myſtery, known only to 
Adepts ; the ſecret knowledge of which 
Earthy Mercury, Hermes hath ſhewa 
in his Table, ſaying, Hi Father is the 
Ser, aud his Mother the Moon, the Wind 
carrieth it fs its Belly, the Earth is its: 
Narſe;, it aſcendeth from Earth to Hea-» 
wen, and again deſcendeth into the Earth, 
and receiveth the Virtues of the Superior s 
ad Taferiors, its Virtue is intire, if it be 
7:r53cd into Earth, Out of which Earth 
which is our Mercury fublimed, glorious 
and fixed, 1s made our Elixir. 

Now let us return to the Water, by 
means of which this our Subtilifation 1s 
made ; which 1s a certain Water very 
 ſudtile and prectous,acid, foetid, corro» 
ſive and ſharp, which the Ancients hid 
under the Name of Vinegar, as alſo of 
other acid and fiery Liquors,as of Aqua- 
fertis, Viiriol, Allum , Salt-peter , and 
$4 
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Sal Armoniack; by which Water our 


Bady is made ſubtile, and reduced into 
the next Matter of the Stone; which 
is a viſcousand mudy Water, fiery and 
full of TinQures,with which the Stone 
fublimed, viſcid and fixed into Earth 
is fed, that it may aſcend toa Royal 


| Dignity. Which Secret, namely of 


ſubcilifing our Body, the Ancient Phi- 
lofophers would not reveal, but left ir 
to God to reveal it to whom he pleaſed; 
nevertheleſs they left in writing among 
the Rubbiſh, ſome hints how that mid- 
dle Subſtance 1s to be prepared, yet ve- 
ry obſcurely (namely that Spiritual 
Subſtance which they named with ma- 
ny Names) and yer is the Key and 
Foundation of this Subtilifation . of 
which Water it is ſaid in T#rba, Our 
Body muſt be environed with the 
Flames of our red fume, and be bro- 
ken by it, as being a fire againſt Nature; 
for by this Water, which is full of fire, 
our Body is waibed till it bealſo made a 
Mineral or permanent Water. 

But that I may give you an Epicome 
of this Chapter, | ſay, TI hat the whole 
Work of our Subtiliſation conliſteth 1a 
Vapour and Water, which is called a 
D 4 whit 
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whitning and purifying Water ; which. 
I divide into two parts, namely the 
Water of the two Zaybeths, white and 
red, whereof one calcineth rhe Body, 
and in calcination coagulateth it ſelf 
with it ; but theother purifieth it from 
' its blackneſs, whiteneth and rubifieth, 
and at laſt makes it volatile. Which-- 
Water is called Aceturm Acerrimum, be- 
cauſe it is very ſharp and acid. This 
Humidity alſo containeth in it ſelf an 
unchangable TinQture, which can by 
no means be extinguiſhed. This Wa- 
ter is called AquaVite, Vegetable, Auj- 
mal, Spirit of Wine, ſtrong Finegar, 
Seturnal Water, and many other Names, 
| But the Artiſt, who endeavours to ſet ' 
upon this Work, muſt know that eve- 
ry Body is diſſolved by a ſharp Spirit, 
and made volatile like a Spirit ; and if 
the Spirit be ſo prepared by the help 
of the Body, our Mercery 15 prepared, 
which putrifieth, waſheth, fixeth, and 
incereth it ſelf,. till at laſt it attaineth 
to the higheſt ſubrilty and purity, and 
iublimeth it ſelf from the bottom of the 
Veffel into a white Stone. . This muſt 
be teparated from its Feces, by ſubli- 
mation and reduQtion ; 'and then wm 
| BYE, X 
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be prepared the foliated Earth more 
white than Snow, which after its due . 
DecoQtion, coagulateth and fixeth yul- 
gar Mercury, and tranſmuteth ever 

imperfef&t Body into true Lane. This 
moſt precious whiteneſs is our Arſenic, 
an incomparable Treaſure, which a- 
bove all other things the Philoſopher 
needeth. This Su/phur muſt be cal- 
cined, till it be converted into a dry and 
very ſubtile Powder ; which Powder 
muſt be imbibed with the white Oyl of 
the Philoſophers 'divers times, till ar 
length it floweth like Wax, and then 
will be prepared the white Stone, where- 
of one part tingeth a thouſand parts of 


any Metal, into true Silver. | 


Thus it appeareth clearly, That all 
that can be deſired in Philoſophy, may 
be extraQcd out of only the Body and 
its own Sulphurous Mercary, which 
two with the help of the fire, accom- 
pliſh all things ; and he who under- 
ftandeth theſe 'two, underſtandeth all 
that is neceſſary to our Art. Tho'the 
Philoſophers ſay many things of divers 
raatters, yet they mean nothing elſe 
but thele two Su/phars, which for the 
take of theSons of Art, I willexplain. 
das + | CHAP. 
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Mong the Secrets of Alc hymy, the 
greatelt is to draw Water out of 

a Rock ; verily a hard and very difficult 
Work,unleſs Chymiſtry alone had ſhew- 
ed us the poſſibility of this thing;whieh - 
the Artiſt ought to endeavour to do by 
Fire, which in the beginning muſt be 
gentle, in the middle ſtrong, and in the 
end moſt vehement ; ſo that all the 
Acreal and Ethereal Spirits of this 
Rocky Minera, may iflue forth into a 
fit Philoſophical Veſlel, and there re- 
folve themſelves into Water;; which 
Water with wonderful Sympathy lov- 
eth the Rock, from whence it iſſued; 
which Water is called by various 
Names, as Rock-Water, Argent Vive, 4 
Fume,the 1 inging CaleftlialSpirit Incom- 
buſtible Sulphur, Wine Vinegar, Succus 
Acacie, Spirit of Wine, Temperate Was 
ter, the Luciferows Virgin; all which 
Names fignihe this Water ; which if it 
be again conjoyned with it, remaineth 
Stone, and often operateth reſting up- 
on 
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on it, it acquireth a wonderful aCtive 
Power, as all know who are acquainted 
with this Water. This Operation 1s alſo 
called by che Philoſophers,a deftruQion 
of the Compound ; which deftruttion 
is not to deſtroy as the Vulgar Chymiſts 
think, who deſtroy Mixts by Corro- 
ſives, but the unlocking the Bonds of 
our Compound, by which it 15 bound, 
which if they be unlocked, it is divided 
into parts with conſervation of thoſe 
parts which conſtituted this Elementa- 
ry Mixture; which parts ſo divided, 
are purified and delivered from Excre- 
ments and Impurities, with which they 
abound in their . Compoſition. But 
that this might be more eaſily done,the 
Ancient Philoſophers deviſed_this Di- 
ſRillation and DeſtruCtion, by help of 
which, the parts might be molt highly 
purified, and exalted to ſuch a degree 
of Purity, that thereupon a new Com- 
pound might be made, of greater Efli- 
cacy. But to bring this to paſs, the 
Artiſt ought to follow Nature, as all 
Philoſophers, both Ancient and Mao- 
dern teach, and tocxtratt our Mine- 
ral, out of the Boſom of Nature, where 
{he hath hidden it, and purifie it moft 
{ubtilly, 
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ſubtilly, by very frequent Cohobations 


and ReduEtions. For fo it thoroughly 
ſheds all its Excrements, and whatſo- 
everelſe hindereth it from its perfeCt 
Power of Tranſ{mutation, which is 
wonderful, and yet it is more wonder- 
ful, that in this vile and abjeft Minera, 
lieth hidden the celebrated Stone of the 
Philoſophers, whoſe Efſſence alſo by 
reaſon of its obſcurity no body can ſee, 
unleſs it be delivered therefrom, and 
brought to light ; for before it is ſet at 
liberty by the Chymic Art, it 1s a rude, 
vile, abje&, and undigefted Maſs, 
which is alſo found ſcattered in the 


Earth, out of a hundred pounds where- 


of, ſcarce one or two pounds can be ex- 


trated, which is [the pure Soul, Fire, 


Oyl, and powerful TinCture; fo alſo but 
one pound of our glorious Subſtance ; 
which, after many Martyrdoms, we 
extract out of our Minera, and after e- 
very ExtraCtion diſſove, coagulate and 
fix; till paſſing through almoſt all o- 
ther cojours, it appeareth white, ſubtile, 
dry and penetrant ; which abovemen- 
tioned colours do ſufficiently evidence 
che Eilence of this Minera, whereof 
the chief colouris green, asa moſt cer- 
£210 
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tain indication of life. Theſe two 
Subſtances, that is to ſay, the Mercury 
and glorious Earth, are ſufficient to per- 
fe& theStone, having firlt, as we have 
{aid, accompliſhed their purifications ; 
becauſe our Sol and Luna: before that, ' 
were involved in obſcurity. 

The Excrements of the fixt Body 
are Farth and Fire, burning, viſcous, 
inſoluble by our Mercury; and there- 
fore they are eaſily ſeparated in our 
Water, and thoſe things which have 
the nature of the Body, do ealily mix * 
inviſibly with the Water, all thoſe 
things appearing which have not the 
Nature of the Body, which puddle 
the Water and confuſe it, and which 
by a quiet reſt of the Veſſel, fall to the 
bottem, and there unite, and are ſepa- 
rated from the limpid Water, which 
retaineth this precious Body in its Bo- 
ſom ; which at length, by ReduCtion, 
appeareth agzin, and by Aſlation, 15s 
more and more attenuated ; and by at- 
tenuation 15 more and more cleanſed 
from its Earthy and Viſcous Excre- 
ments, which as before, are ſeparated 
by our Water, till at laſt there remain- 
eth a ſpongeous, fixed, moſt pure Bo- 
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dy. But this Water is a thin and viſcid : {4 


Water, abounding alſo with Excre- 
ments, which do naturally adhere to it; 
for theſe are a fiery and ſulphurous 
Earth, able indeed to coagulate this our 
Water in a long time, but yet of no. 
moment, which nevertehleſs many have 
unluckily magaified, the | 70>; Sew | 
exclaiming,, In Mercary is whatſoever 

che Philoſophers ſeek ; which is not 
to be underſtood of this Water, but 
of our glorious Mercury, which not- 
withſtanding is extracted out of this 
Water, which containeth Fire diſſolved 
in it, for which reaſon it hath Power 
of coagulating ir ſelf, which is a long 
work ; therefore to quicken the work, 
we difſolve fome parts of the glorious 
Earth in our Mercary, that the Secret 
may be compleated in a ſhorter time. 
But this thin and viſcous Subſtance, 
which we allo call our Mercury, doth 
allo abound with many Aereal and Wa- 
tery Excrements, which favour of the 
nature of Fountaia Water ; but there 
are others, which are of a greaſy, oyly, 
and fat nature, and are the corroding 
and Cauſtic Fircs of a fulphurous na- 


ture, which muſt be leparated; firlt,by a 
gentie 


J gentle digeſtion,in aVeſſelexaQtly well 
ſtopped, thar thereby they may better 
be let looſe, than by Diſtiflation and 
- | Filtratioatill no cuticle at all ſwim up- 
| onthe top of the Water, which may 
| very caſily beſeen ; for that would be 
hurtful to the Water, and bring dam- 
mage to the Work; but if this Mercs- 

ry be thus rightly prepared, it is fit to 
perfect the Myſtery which ought ta be 
accompliſhed, and to perform many 
other Operations; but chiefly to per- 

feEt the Sublimation, which cannot be 
done without pure Materials. For the 
Body admitteth not unclean Waters, 

and Water agreeth not with an unclean 
Body ; therefore both ought to be clean, 

that they may be perfeQly united, and 

at laſt ſublimed to the top of the Veſlel, 

and there conſtitute the Sulphar of Ne- 
twreſo much defired. This Operation, 
Morien ſhewed in theſe words, If you 

ao not perfettly cleanſe the unclean Body, 

and ds n0t ary it, nor whiten it well, aud 

do not mix its Soul with it, and do not 

fake from it all its fl ſcent, till after its 
cleanſing, the Tintture, cometh into it, 

- thou haſt diſcovered nothing at «ll of this 
Ayſtery, Therefore we muſt LR 
{eives 
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ſelves with our utmoſt endeavours:to. 


this Purification and Mixtion, that 


beth may be united and joined pure to-. 


gether with an inſeparable bond ; and 


a durable Matrimony, which even the 


Fire may not be able to ſeparate. 


CHAP. YT 


WE have already ſaid many things 
of Purification, Solution and 
Diſtillation, and that we may proceed 
farther to things neceſſary tothis Work, 


we will ſpeak ſomething of Philoſophi- 


cal Calcination, which among the Phi- 
loſophers hath been of great account. 
For it purifieth thoſe things which be- 
fore were involved in the darkneſs of 
Excrements, and it bringeth to light 
clean things, . which before were ſtain- 
ed, and affordeth to us Oyly. Sulphurs 
profitable only to our Work ; but not 
as the Vulgar Sophiſters do, who at- 


tempt to Calcine by violent Fires, A- , 


gue fortis, Cementation; and the like, 
which 
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which are plainly contrary toour Cal-/ 
cination, who yields dry and Calxes not 
flowing like Wax. This is not our 
Calcination, but rather the loſs of our, 
Body ; becauſe they do not increaſe bug. 
diminiſh the innate Fire of our Gold, 
which alone we want for perfeCting the 
FinQures. "They who calcine thus, 
are blind, and walk in darkneſs, for 
our Calcination is not a dry deliccating. 
of our Body, by which the Body is 
made dry and not flowing. This is not 
our Calcination ; but after we have 
drawn out all the ſtinking and menſtru- 
ous Spirits from the Mineral Body, we 
pour them again upon the Mineral Bo- 
dy, and abſ{trat and cohobate tHl ar 
laſt we obtain a Body pure, fixt, fiery 
and fluid as Wax ; out of which /b-ing 
reſolved in our Merary, and ſo often 
cohobated upon it till it be turned into 
a red and viſcid Oyl) is prepared the per- 
manent Water, and the glorious ſhin» 
ing Earth, the only Pillar of our 1in- 
cture. Thus our Calcination ts the 
augmentation of the innate tire, and 
che highett Purification: of the Body 
which is done by our Pontic Water full 
offire, which þurne:h and mortifieth the 
E __ Prndy 


& a A 
Body, and after Death brings it toan 
Immortal Life. 
Here perhaps the rout of vulgar Chy. 
miſts will objeCt, not underſtanding 
this Calcination, and for that reaſon 
will ſay, How can Calcination be made 
with Water, ſeeing the fire is the only 
Inſtrement -of Calcination ? To this 
we anſwer, That the Philofophick 
Calcination is not the Calcination of 
the Vulgar, which calcineth Mixts 1in- 
to Aſhes, dry and deprived of all the in- 
nate fire, and fit for no work neceflary 
to Life, as above-ſaid ; but our Calci- 
nation, calcineth the Mixt into a vil» 
cous Humidity, abounding with fire, 
and fixt and Permanent in it;which Hu- 
midity alone Alchimy ufeth to perte& 
her Arcana, this is made with the Pon- 
tic Water, full of Living Fire, which 
alone is capable of perfeCting this Cal- 
cination, which defendeth Bodies from 
the moſt vioknt flames of the Fire,and 
mixeth it ſelf with their internal Fire, 
and f,rtifieth it, which hidden Calci- 
ration is known to few, and tle true 
Knowledge cf it 1s a greatSecret in this 
Art. Which that the ſincere Searcher 
may more eaſily underſtand; let _ 
take 
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take the hard Vegetable Boly, lefe in 
the bottom ; and cake it freſh and moſt 
ſubtilly powdered, and pur it in a Veſ> 
ſel well ſecured, 'and put that into a 
Furnace-with an open. Fire, increafing 
the Fire by degrees, and at laſt giving 
a moſt ſtrong Fire, let him urge it ſa 
far, that the Velfel comes plainly to a 
candent heat, fo all the Watery and 
ſinking Vapours, left by the Menſtru- 
al Spirit, will paſs out, and the Body 
will be freed from them ; but the Fire 
mbſt not be encreaſed to that degree to 
make the Matter vitrifie by the Flux, 
for ther! it would loſe its Vegetab'e 
Virtuz, and the Operator would loſe 
his Oyl and Labour,and the Body would 
loſe its Thirſt and Hunger of Drinking 
uP its .proper Soul. "Therefore it muſt 
be calcined with very great Caution, 
and ſo thar it may retain this Thirſt 
and thus the Calcination will be right- 
ly performed ; which 1s a very tedicus 
and long work, in pertorming of which 
tac Artiſt ought robe very Cautious: 

Now, alter the E:rth is fo prepared, 
take it and work it by help of our Cal- 
cination till it be wholly freed from all 
its Earthy and burning Feces by Res» 
EK 2 dudtion, 
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duQtidn,: 'Solution, Calcination, , and 
Imbibition, tl by Calcination it be- 
comethywholly red, and the Calcinato- 
ry Water be: alſo freed from all its 
Phtegm and Watery Humour. Take 
the Earth now fluid, porous and plain- 
ly fiery, andegrind it into Powder in a- 
hot Glaſs Mortar, grinding it over- a 
Fire of Aſhes for two or three hours, 
until it be a ſubtile Powder ; then add 
tot drop after drop of the 4qua Vite, 
Erinding 1t continually with a Glaſs 
Feitie till the coagulating fume of the 
Earth be pretty well fatiated. Then 
put 1t !n a Glaſs Veſfel, digeſting and 
1mbib:ng with 4qua Vite, and grind- 
3ng til 1t be converted into- a bloody, 
glorous and Mercarial Liquor ; which 
1.1Guor is Aqua Vite regenerated by the 
Fumeot our Earth, the Celeftial Wa: 
er, Ethereal Liquor; and this is a 
{ſhort ana ſceret way which few allo- 
have koown. The other way 1s lon- 
ger, and 1 thus, Take the Earth ru- 
E14cd by virtue of the Fire of our 4- 
gia Vite, end grind it fubtilly, and 
digett it withins Watcr, till it be con+ 
verted into a black ſparkling Maſs, 
wich 1s the Antimony or Black Lead fo 
much 
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much ſpoken of by the Philoſophers 
 awhich is made in three Months, then 
-wheeling it about, and circulating -it 
well, work it till-it becometh a Tin- 
Qture Citrine and red. 1 his' way 1s 
long, and-laſteth almoſt two years, and 
15 very tedious, which alſo the Anctent 
Philoſophers taught, ſaying, Azorh 
and Fire are ſuficien! ; Fire and Water 
waſh Latosn, purifie, fix and incere it. 
And waſh Latoz and tear your Books, 
leaſt your Hearts be broken. Which 
way alſo a certain Philoſopherteacheth 
darkly, ſaying : Take that which is moff 
Volatile, and conjoin and waſh the more 

xt with the volatile, till the moſt fixt re> 
ceiveth the moſt wolatite, then tara the ' 
Earth into Water, the Water into. Firs, 
the Fire into Air, and incloſe the Fire 
in the middle of the Water, andthe Earth 
in the Belly of the Air ; mix the hot- with 
the moiſt, and the dry with the cold, be- 
cauſe one Nature owvercometh another, ann 
Nature rejoyceth in Nature ; and after- 
wards Nature containeth Natzre, but the 
Earth containeth them all. For when the 
four Natures have aſcended up to Hea- 
ven, again at | ngth deſcended, ſo that 
the Fire may deſcend into Air, Air into 
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Water, Water into Earth ; bat the end of 
the whole work is Powder and Aſhes. Theſe 
and the'like words the Philoſophers ule 
to deſcribe their Secrets, by which they 
delude the Ignorant, and caſt a Viſt bg- 
fore the Eyes of the Vulgar Chymiſts. 
But as I have ſaid before, ler all lay a- 
fide their Opinion of our Calcination, 
who belicye it is done by the Vulgar 
way ;. theſe Perſons are daily deceived, 
and deceive many with themſelves ; let 
them learn firſt, before they attempt 
our Calcination, which is of ſo great 
moment, and ſo'wonderful, that in'it 
Fire alone.and Azoth are ſufficient, and 
know, '1f they defire. to know, that e- 
very Spirit 15 fixt by a Calx of its own 
kind ; which if it be fixed with the 
Body.,. it calcineth it, andif the Artiſts, 
fjocalcine, they will find it profitable; 
but if not, Sorrow: and Sadneſs will 
overwhelm them, becauſe being Tp- 
norant, they Care attempt our Calci- 
nation. | 
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CHAP. VI. 


Ecauſe the Vegetable Body which 
weallocall Mercury, is of a vile 
Nature ;. namely, Earthy and Watery; 
therefore 1t ought to be exalted to a 
more noble and ſubtile Nature, name- 
ly Airy and Fiery, which twoare ve- 
ry near Principles of this Mercury, as 
well according to the intention of Na- 
ture as of Art ; and therefore the Vege- 
table Body. mult enter again into the 
Belly of its Mother, that by Death and 
Regeneration it may attain to ſuch 
Dignity; but which cannot be done 
but by Philoſophic Corruption and Al- 
teration, which cauſeth our Menſtru- 
ous,Ficry and Airy Vapoursand Fumes 
(which before came out by Diſtillation 
from the: Body) to thicken by a gentle 
Digeſtion and Rotation, that this Wa» 
ter being circulated, may the better 
penetrate the Pores of our Body, and 
{o ſucceſſively alter the inward part of 
the Body, and at length truly and 
rightly regenerate it. This Putrefa- 
ction or Alteration of this Body, con- 
lilteth in Solution of the ſame Body in 
E 4 it 
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its own Airy and Fiery Vapour, which 
can beſt by Digeſtion, alter the Body, 
and bringit toa new Generation, Ang 
it iSalrered whilft it is diffolved in that 
Water, becauſe rhis Water 1s the true 
Sepulcher of the Body, in which it 
dieth and is_purrified. For only this . 
Watc,rand nb other,can alter, putritie, 
Giflolve, diitil, calcine and mortife the 
Body, until at length it is reduced into 
-2a moſt ſubtile, not terreſtial, but vif- 
cous Alcohol, which 1s done not onl 
by diffolving this Vegetable Body in 
i:5 own Water, but by many other la- 
bours and Operations ; namely, by diſ- 
folviog it into Water, and then again 
crying, calcining and inhumating it, 
and this again drying and calcining,and 
aficrwards diftiNing,till at length the 
Body as it were invifibly by ſo many, & 
Juch Op: *rations,istruly altered; the fign 
cf whici is a dark blackneſs, which iS 
the true mortification of this Vegetable 
Pody, in its Mother 'or Menſtruous and 
Vaporous Water ; which 1s done in the 
beginning of th * Work, and in'the 
crude Conjunction ofa pure Agent and 
Par! ent: - which is a hard Herculean and 
havardous Work, the Knowledge of 
WIC Of : fobyeth all Otter Groaned wi 
» i 


059 3 
the following Operations; but eſpe- 
cially of the ſecond Alteration, which 
45 done with our Sublimed and Glori- 
ous Sulphur, by Inhumation and Tmbi- 
bition, in a Philoſophical Veſſel, with 
our permanent Mercury, of which we 
will not now ſpeak ; but of the 4irſt, 
which is very Jaborious, ard requireth 
an Ingenious Artiſt ; of which allo 
the Ancient Philoſophers made no men- 
tion at all;which whoſoever unde;ſtand- 
eth, very eaſily attaineth all the reſt, 
in which no Man can err, if after Dt 
ftillation and Tohumation, he prepares 
the Earth to citrinity and viſcolity ; of 
which Body ſo prepared and calcined 
toa Citrinity, take one or two pounds, 
and Powder it ſubtilly in a ftrong Mor- 
tar, and imbibe in the ſame Mortar 
from hour to hour, grinding it ſubtilly, 
and imbibing with our Living Water, 
till the Matter be converted into a fat 
and ſlimy Maſs; whence you mult cir- 
culate till it be thin, and circulate a- 
gain till it be th ck, fometimes imbibing 
and diſtilling, ſo by reiterate Works, 
this Earth will become a thin and viſcid 
Maſs. Take this and put intoa Glaſs 
Cacurbit, Which put in Ba/xeo, and 
ores Polls | there 
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there circulate 1t till xt: be turned into 
blackiſh Aſhes, which you. keep. care- 
fully, and dry them in a gentle Fire, 
in a Glaſs Veflel. - Then take. theſe 
Aſhes powdered, and put them into. a 
Glaſs Veſſel very well luted, and .di- 
ſtill at firſt with a gentle Fire; then 
ſomewhat ſtronger, and fo will aſcend 
our Mercury white, viſcous and limpid, 
which we call the Lunary Virgin Milk ; 
now 1ncreaſe the Fire, and there will 
aicend a Gummy Liquor, red as blood, 
and tranſparent, which is the blood of 
Sol and our Earth, which 1s extracted 
from part of the Body and Soul of qur 
Stone. 1 his is that Liquor permanent 
and triumphing over all Mctals and 
Stones, the blood of the Green Lyon, 
the Secret Fire, which muſt be extraCt- 
ed from its crudity, and exalted with 
the glorious Earth; to exalt which, 
take it pure, and pour it upon the. re- 
mainder (which is Lead already cal- 
cined from redneſs to black) and digelt 
it upon this Lead, till it hath extracted 
Its: Sait, and be ſatiated with that Salt ; 
then It mult be exalted, which is our 
triumphing, exalted and glorious Mer- 
cury, of an Hermaphroditical Nature, 

| which 
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which is that Water which putrefieth, 
purifieth, coagulatetb,fixeth, diſtilleth, 
calcineth' and- incereth it felf which 
is ſo ſecret among the Philoſophers , 
without which no TinCQture can be 
made which an Artiſt can uſe to make 
Anrum Potabile.. Put into it Vulgar 
Gold, having paſſed the Royal Cement, 
and being then moſt ſybtilly foliared, 
circulating the Gold and diftili;zng,. rill 
it be converted intoa thick Oyl, {plen+ 
did as a Ruby, the. ufe of which, re» 
neweth Youth, and reſtoreth debilita- 
ted Strength, But for E/ix7r, take is 
and circulate it upon Ss! Armoniac {u- 
blimed and fixed into a citrine colour 
(N. B. not Vulgar Sal Armoniac) and 
circulate till it be fixed, then ferment 
and multiply, until this Mercary toge- 
ther with its Earth, flow and remain 
fixed in the. Fire, tinging every Metal 
1nto true Gold. 

This is now what TI was willing to 
fay concerning Alteration, which alone 
containeth the hidden Secrets of Phi- 
loſophy. Por our Stone mult often die 
and be revived and regenerated, and at 
laſt attain to the higheft Glory ; which 
we kave at preſent fo clearly laid open, 
| that 


Fe 
that he muſt be of a dull Wit who doth 
not perfectly underſtand it. | 

T have written clearly, and will yet 
write more clearly ; but it will make 
many admire, apprehending that T 
break the Seal of Hermes. Burt let 
theſe know, that T have written clearly 
to the Sons of Art, towhom I would 
lay open more, if it were Lawful to do 
it publickly, but to the My lſophiloſo- 
_ phiſts and Sophiſters, - theie will be 
meer Enigma's, and which is more,they 
will not believe there are: ſo great Se- 
crets hidden in Nature. | | 
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CH AP. VII. 


Or the Exaltation of our Body 
(which we alſo call Gold);that of 

it may be made a new Heaven and a 
' new Earth; it is necetlary that the Bo- 
dy being already made pure, be again 
joined with a pure Soul, that ſo both 
being perfectly united, may be exalted 
and glorified ; which glorihcation, that 
it May be rightly: pertormed, 1t 1s re- 
quiſite that the Body be made pure by 
Death and Separation, and that the 
Soul be likewiſe purified, todo which, 
the Artiſt mult in certain quantity (but 
cautioutly) pour the Soul upon the Bo- 
dy; fo that the Soul being ſo joyned 
with the Body, may carry it to Hea- 
ven ; and fo both are perte&ly divelted 
of all Excrements, and acquire a very 
high penetrating Virtue. Both mult 
be freed from Excrements, becauſe 
this Soul (as is ſufficiently ſhewed al- 
ready) needeth many Purifications, by 
lubliming it, that ic may be freed from 
all its Original Uncleanneſs, before 
they be united, fo as they may become 
ore thing by. Glorificatioa, For if 
tley 
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they are conjoyned whilſt they are im- 
pure, they will never. be united, be- 
cauſe the Original Uncleanneſs with 
which they abound, would hinder U- 
nion ; and their Conjundion being 
hindered, they could never unite ; for 
1 that Union conſiſteth the Glorifecas 
rion, but both ; that is to ſay, the Body 
and its Soul, are ſeparated from their 
Original Uncleanneſs before they are 
conjoyned, not by one and the ſame 
method, but by divers ; that 1s to ſay, 
the Body by Death and Mortification 
often reiterated, and the Soul by Su- 
blimation ofren reiterated : but it muſt 
be obſerved, thar the Soul muſt by lit- 
tle and litcle be poured upon the Body, 
and be cheriſhed by natural heat, ti(l 
the Soul hath imbibed all the Body,and 
the Soul which is contained within the 
Pores of the Blood, receives a Sanguine 
Body, which it doth receive when the 
Slood, in which it is contained, hath 
1mbibed the Body, and ſo the Soul and 
Body are united by unmediate Con- 
tact, and being of the. ſame Nature, 
one hath eaſje ingreſs into the other,and 
then the natural heat cheriſheth them 
ſo, that they are more and more _— 

| Al 
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and by Union become one Body diffe- 
reat from the foriner, in which the 
Soul and Body: ate exalted together. 
Andit 1s to be noted, That the Body 
before was groſs and foul, and the Soul 
in like manner impure ; both which are 
now Purified and united ; which if 
they be united, (by help of the blood 
in which the Soul is contained) are ex- 
alted into a fiery Fody, much difference 
from the former, which 15the Son of 
; the Fire, a glorious Su/phar, not un- 
| like to ſhining T/c, out of which is 
mmediately made the Phyſical Stone. 
Now let the Searcher of this Science 
conſider, how great a Work the Glori- 
fication of the Body with its Soul is ; 
and let not any one accule me of obſcu- 
rity ; Iſay, when this Soul, knownto 
all, with the B/ood and Body, are truly 
and really conjoyned, then you muſt 
take this Matter,and put 1t mto a Glaſs 
Veſſel well luted, and a Glaſs Alembic 
very well cloſed, and digetft it; then 
givea good ſtrong Fire, and ſo our S»/- 
phur will aſcend to the fides of the Vel- 

ſel, and will leave a black Powder in 
the bottom, very volatile and of no va» 
lue, which is the damned Earth depre 

Ve 
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ved of all that is good for any thing.- 
But if this Powder be heavy, it 15 an: 
evident ſign, that ſtil} there remaineth 
ſomething good in it, whiclr could not 
be diſfolved, and then this Body muſt 
again be imbibed with the Sou! and 
Blood, and again be ſublimed, till it af- 
cendeth white as Snow, and ſhining, 
which 1s our fiery, foliated Sw/phar, 
. which alone we need, to make any 'Tin- 
ture; to which, for abreviating the 
Work; we add pure Lana diſſolved in 
the permanent Water ;. then we deco, 
fix, 1ncere and ferment 1n a cloſe Veſſel, 
till it be compleatly fixed, pure, flow- 
ing and tinging. 


T ake the dead and living Body, and put 
it in a Glaſs Veſſel, and pour upon it its 
Soul till the Body be all imbibed by it, ther 
aiftill and ſublime ; reiterate this Work 
often with freſh Water or Soul, till the 
Matter ſublimeth it ſelf clear as a Star, 
which you muſt take and put it into an Egg 
with a long neck in hot Sand ; digeſt it for 
a week, the next week tucreaſe the Fire, 
at la5t increaſe it more, and ſo it is fixed; 
Take this ſublimed and fixed Mercury,aud 
aiſſotve it in the fire againit Natnre; co+ 
bobtat e 
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hobate till both become one Water, 3+ 
which diſſolve Luna, and aecof?, imbibe and 
fix till they flow, becauſe it tingeth Venus 
into Luna. 


CHAP. IX. 


Ecauſe IT have declared to all 
Lovers ofthis Science, the begin- 

ning and end of perfecting our Mercary, 
which is the chief and longett part of 
our Elixir, which being had, all the 
relt may be eaſily performed; Therefore 
I will ſpeak of itsPerfeCtion & Operation 
into an Elixir; whoſe firft Operation to 
accompliſh this end, is thus, Take our 
Earth very highly purified, which 1s our 
Gold, hollow and ſpongy,and put it in= 
to a Glaſs Veſlel,and there irrorate it by 
little and little, with its own fubrile Hus 
midity,which eaſily entereth this ſpon» 
geous Body ſo that by means of Circula- 
tion,the Airy and Fiery part of this ſub- 
tile Humidity may incorporate, and be 
coagulated, and be united together with 
the Farth. Then irrorate 292in with 
the fubtile Humidity, and circulate for 
H eight 
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eight days ina Veſſel very well cloſed 
(and here above all things, beware that 
you do not irrorate thisEarth but by little 
and little, from eight days to eight days, 
ina very long trituration, ſo that the 
force of this Water may not ſuffocate 
the Virtue of the Earth ; becauſe the 
Virtue of the Earth is weak 1n the be- 
ginning of the Imbibition, which 1f it 
ſhould be ſuffocated with abundance of 
Water, it weuld become an unprofita- 
ble Maſs, void of all Action.) But, the 
Phlegm of our ſubtile Huridity may 
be drawn out by Alembic-during the 
Circulation. So by reiterate Irrorations 
and Circulations this Earth will become 
a pure Fire and ther, and the Artiſt 
will then obtain his deſire, when the 
Earth 1s rubified by the Spirit and Soul, 
which by Irroration and Circulation, 
have umted themſelves together with 
the Earth ; which if it be diſtilled, he 
will have the B/ooa of the Green Lyox, 
the Strand Water, which 1s the firſt 
Operation of the Mercary, in which 
the Spiritual Subltance 1s tran{muted 
trom Nature to Nature by means of the 
Body, ſo often, till rogether with the 
izody, they ccnſtitute the permanent 
Vater. ihe 
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The ſecond and laſt Operation, is 
that of the Fixation of the permanenx 
Water and the glorious Earth,of which 
the Philoſophers lay, That it is 4 Com- 
mixtion of Qualities, a Copulation of 
Complexions, a Reconjunition of - things 
ſeparated, a Coequation of Principles, 4 
Diſpoſition of what is repugnant ; which 
muſt be done by a gentle Fire, cheriſhing 
rhe parts mixt together, and put into 4 
Glaſs Veſſel, being firſt made very pure. 
And the Interual Fire of theſe parts be= 
ing excited by a gentle External Fire, 
aoth diſſolve and decoft them, and by de- 
cottion they are again by little and little 
inſpiſſated and made thicker, until at 
length they are wholly fixed, and remaiy 
frxt iz the bottom of the Circulatory. For 
the Earth containeth in it felt a Fiery 
moſt thin, dry and inſenſible Fume, 
which coagulateth the volatile part, be- 
ing of its own Nature and Subſtance. 
This Fume lying hid 1n the Center of 
the Earth, by its Action converteth the 
other volatile Elements into its own 
(namely a fixt) Nature; and then the 
Motion of theſe Elements cealcth, be- 
cauſe they have attained their deftred 
end ; which if they be again diffolved 

F 2 by 
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by the volatiles, their motion beganneth 
again, till the fixed have overcome the 
volatile. Then again motion ceaſeth, 
which it they are diſſolved again, they 
work afreſh, cc. 

Here all Operators muſt obſerve, 
That in this Operation a two-fold Fire 
mult be uſed, the one Internal, the o- 
ther External, which External muſt not 
over-power the Internal ; the Internal 
is a dry Mercarial Etherial Nedar, and 
our glorious Mercury, which vivifieth, 
conſerveth and nouriſheth the Matter, 
and bringeth it to perfection ;. this Fire 
is not moved but.by an External Agent, 
which if it be {low in Operation, the 
Internal Fire lieth itil, and produceth 
nothing ; but if the External be too 
ſtrong, either the Veſlels break, or the 
Matter burneth ; therefore the Fire 
mult be warily applied, ſo that the 
Fumes, which lie hid in the Center of 
our Earth, may be moved, and thea the 
Spiritual Humidity will reſolve the 
Earthly Siccity, and the Earth will be 
impregnated by the volatile, and will 
grow thick ; the ſign whereof is black- 
nels. And if the Spirits of this Com- 
POUnc be more infſpillated, various co- 
lours 
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fours will appear; and by a farther O- 
peration, there will appear a white co- 
lour, afterwardsa citrine, and laſtly, a 
red diaphanous colour ; and after reite- 
rate Operation, the Matter will be of 
eaſte fuſion,fixed,and tinging all imper- 
feCt Metals into pure Gold; which that 
the Artiſt may attain, Take our glo- 
rious ſhining Earth, and fix it Philoſo- 
phically;as above we have declared, and 
put it into a fit Glaſs Veſſel, ler it be 
diſfolved there in our Water againſt 
Nature, which allo 1s called Lanaria, 
the Bleod of the Red Lyov, diltiilcd 
Spirit of Wine, Saturnal Water, our 
X 15s Mercury ; digeſt the Solution 
for three weeks, then open the Vellel, 
and joyn to it an Alembic, and diftill by 
Fire of Ba/xearn, all infipid Phlegm that 
can be diſtifled, and when it ceaſeth, 
take away the Alembic, and ſhut the 
Veſlel ; put ir again to circulate, then 
all the Humidity, by little and little 
will be fixed, and will grow thick like 
mud of a blackiſh colour ; circulate 


| !tfarther till perfect blackneſs appear, 


| and by farther Operation whiteneſs,and 


laſtly the higheſt ſhining redneſs ; 
which 1s the fiery Raby, ringing and 
2 healing 
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kealing the Leprous Bodies of Metals ; 
the multiplication whereof an Ingenj- 

us Operator can eaſily effect. Name» 
ly, if he diſſolve the Stone of the firſt 
Order , complcatly finiſhed, in our 
glorious Mercury decotteth, fixeth and 
incerech ; and to he may multiply it, 
:nd very highly exaltit ; which that 
they may accompliſh, 1 wiſh to all, by 


our Lord Feſas Chriſt, Amen. 
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Have, in the preceding Book, ſuf- 

ficiently taught, not only the Theo- 
ry, but alſo the PraCtice, ſufficient for 
underſtanding the Operation of this 
Divine Science. But for the more clear 
underſtanding it, by divers Praxes as 
well in general as in particular ; I have 
written this ſecond Book for the bene- 
fix of the Faithful and Worthy, as al- 
fo of thole who have attained to fome 
Knowledge of our Myſteries, that they 
may more eaſily obtain their deſire. And 
againit petty tricking Chymi/ts, who 
endeavour to make the TinQure of the 
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Philoſophers, in one Veſſel, for very 
little charges, in one Furnace in a ſhort 
time, and ſhameleſly, and with a bra- 
zen Face, fraudulently profeſs this Art, 
which they are not in the leaſt worthy 
to know. Ard here I would adviſe 
the True and Faithtul Searchers of this 
Art, that they underitand, that there 
is but one thing in Natureof which all 
things are made, which can be deſired 
in Philoſophy ; which tho' ſometimes 
I have called and ſhall call Cal/x Yzwve, 
ſometimes 1 artar,ſornetimes YVerns,and 
other Narnes, yet I lay, that only one 
thing is to be underitood, as with me 
beareth witneſs, the Ancient Philoſo- 
pher Hermes, laying, As all things were 
from one by the Mediation of one: ſo all 
#hings procieaed from this One by Adape 
71-08 


The Fa PRAKIS. 
4 ; 'HE Maſculine Earth of Sol, of it 


S Alf, can bear no Fruit, as the 
Mgle wituout the Female cannot have 
2237 Ot-ipring,and therefore neceſſarily 
ts Male ncedeth the Female ; and our 
©&lz7 EAR nceds the Water, which 15 

| | | its 


its Female. Take therefore, T» the 
Name of the Creator of Heaven and 
Earth; this Solar Golden and Ruddy 
Earth, and add to it the Water of Dew, 
which is its Wife and Mother:;for this 
Earth is generated by the Dew, and 
put it into a round Glaſs Vcilel, ſo the 
Earth will reſolve it ſelf in the Dew- 
water, and the Water will be impreg- 
nated with the Goldcz Seed of the Male. 
Then give a gentle Fire of Circula« 
tion, fo the ſuperfluous and ſtinking 
Sweat will vaniſh out of the Veſſel, 
which being gone, if the Female begin 
to fly and follow the Sweat, cloſe the 
Glaſs firmly, and continue the Fire, fo 
the Matter, feeling the Fire,will work, 
namely the Water upon the Earth,and 
by long Operarion and Continuation of 
the External Fire, the Water will ex- 
traft the Seed of the Earth and grow 
thick, and wholly, by farther continua- 
tion together with the Earth, will 
thicken into a blood-red Liquor, 
v. hich is the firſt Fruit of the Philofa- 
phic Tree. Take this and circulate, 
evaporating its ſuperfluity, and adding 
wore Water, and circulating , until 
the Earth with the Water be turned in- 
ro 
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to Airand Fire. Then diſtil, firſt the 
Air, which reſerve firmly cloſed upin 
a Glaſs Veſſel. This Air is the white 
Air, the viviiying and unCtuous Air, 
the lite of Metals: Secondly . diftill 
the Fire, which is red Vital tire, a Fire 
vivifying the Souls of Metals, keep 
alſo tlus Fireapart. Now rectifie firit 
the white Air till it be bright and le- 
rene as Cryſtal; in like manner reCtifie 
the Fire till it be like a pure Ruby, 
Then take the Earth and ſeparate from 
it the Water, which rectihe and joyn 
It partly with the Fire, and partly with 
the Air. ReCtifie the Earth by drying 
it gently till it be white. Then add fo 
the Earth, firlt, the Fire conjoyned 
with the Water, and circulate the Fire 
upon the Earth, till the Earth appear 
plainly dry. ' Add again the Fire with 
the Water, and circulateas betore, till 
again it be, plainly ary ; and if all the 
Fire becoagulated by the thirſty Earth, 
the Earth will be turned 1ato Fire, 
Now add again the Air with the Wa - 
ter, and circulace till the fiery Earth 
hath {wallowed up the Air ; add again 
Air, and circulate till it bs again dry. 
Thea add allthe remaining part of the 
Air, 
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Air, and circulate for ſome days, and 
rake out your watery, fiery and airy 
Earth, and put it in another Veſlel, and 
give gentle Fire and a certain watery 
bumour will ariſe. Then put an Alem- 
bic upon your Veſlel, and diſtil,increa- 
ſing the Fire, and fo there will paſs 0- 
ver, firſt, an airy, fiery and earthy 
Water ſplendent as Luna. then ceaſe, 
_ and put to it another Alembic, and di- 
Nil an airy, fiery aad watery Earth, 
which two being had, if the Artiſt be 
adapted, he hath enough for doing far- 
ther things, if he proceed after the fol- 
lowing manner. 
Take the airy, fiery and watery 
Earth and pulverize it, grinding jt ſub- 
tilly in a Glaſs Mortar, and pur it into 
a Glaſs Veſſel, imbibing this Earth 
with the airy, fiery andearthy Water, 
erinding this Mais ttrongly upon a gen- 
tle Fire, till it be like a thin Paſte. Now 
diſtil and circulate it till 1t be thin and 
Iiquorous ; then diſtil, and pour this 
diftilled Water again upon what re- 
maineth, and diſtil and cohobate un- 
_ tilthe Water with the Earth becometh 
a fixt Oyl, which muſt be circulated 

upon Gold atter this manner. 
| Take 
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TakeGold calcined moſt ſubtilly with 
Sulphur vive, into a purple red Calx, 
which put intoa Glaſs, and pour upon 
it of this thin Oyl, and circulate in a 
cloſe Veſſel till the Oyl become red. 
Take this and fix it upon the remaining 
Earth of Gold, after a Philolophical 
mann*r, till both are fixed iato Fow- 
der, which reſolve with the Oyl afore- 
{aid, and convert it by Circulation into 
a fixt Oyl, whereof one part tingeth 
much Copper into Gold. 

This manner 1s. very difficult and 
long, by reaſon of the many Purifica- 
tions, and long Circulations and Diſtil- 
lations and Converſions of the Ele- 
ments. Bur the following manner 1s 
ſherter, which is done with Ca/x vive. 


The Second PRAXIS with 


Calx vive. 


Ake Calx vive, calcined to a red- 

nels by a ſtrong Fire in a dry Re- 
verberatory ; put it into a round Veſ- 
fe], with a ſtrong cover, adding Sprrif 
of Wine, and imbibing with the ſaid 
Spirit till it will drink no more, then 
Cultil firlt the Phlcgm from the Spirit 


of 


of Wine, which being paſſed over, in« 
creaſe the Fire, and joyn another Re- 
ceiver, and diſtil the Spiris of Wine 
from the Ca/x vive; and when the 
Calx vive 1s plainly dried, then take it 
and dry it more in a Glaſs Veſlel witha - 
g00d {trong Fire, and being again cool- 
ed, add Spirit of Wine, anddiltil; but 
if you ſee a Skin ſwimming upon the 
Spirit of Wine, ſeparate it by filter, 
becauſcit is a combuſtible Su/phur. And 
{o cohobate the Spiris of Wine upon 
the Ca/x wive, always ſeparating the 
Phlegm, till it be thick, oyly and fat, 
then ceaſe, and take the remaining 
Calx vive, and calcine it 1n a Reverbe- 
ratory with a ſtrong Fire, until it be 
plainly white ; put it fo white into a 
ſtrong Glaſs, and imbibe it with the 
thick Water, reiterating till the Water 
be coagulated by the Fire of the Calx 
vive ; then digeſt this Maſs four days, 
and diftil firft a Water which is Aqua 
Vite, from Red Wine, Spirit of Wize, 
rectified, &c. And when. that is 
diſtilled, encreaſe the Fire, and change 
the Receiver, and fo there will aſcend 
a Volatile Salt, which Salt is the Ter- 
re{trial Fire of the Cal/x vive, purified, 
coagulated, 
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coagulated, and made Volatile by the 
Spirit of Wine in form ofa bright Sale, 
which the Operator muſt take,and aſſa- 
ting, calcine and imbibe it with the 4- 
qua Vite of the Red Wine, and then dil- 
{olve that Maſs, and diſtil till both be- 
come one Water, ſhining as Cryſtal ; 
which is the fiery Mercury of Calx wi- 
ve, reſolving all Metals. 

This Praxis of Calx wive is ſhorter 
than the former, but in working it, 
the Artiſt ought to be Ingenious, eſpe- 
cially in calcining the Calx wive, and 
imbibing it, which muſt be done wart- 
ly. And to this Praxis the Vitrioliza- 
tion of Tartar 15 not Inferior, which is 
not only uſetul in all tartareous Diſea- 
ſes, and in reſolving their ObſtrufQtions, 
but alſo in encrealing the anima's of 


Metals. _ 
Tie Third PRAXIS, of Vj« 


triolate 1 artar. 


Ake Salt of Tartar very well cal- 
cined, and well purified by Re- 
ſolutions and Calcinations till it be Po- 
rous ; diſſolve it by Imbibition with 
Spirit of Vitriol, then dry and _ 
al 


. « ba — Aa Ky » edi] £5 . (OY "5, ' ” 
j 3 i £24 « w b 20; or W_ 
. 2 = 2 TS £ SeEney -: 5-44 SS CV 9" FE 
. UE 16s 0 WAS V4, 5 _ 
4 y . 
. 


and again dry fo often, till one part of 
the T artar coagulateth two parts of the 
Spirit of Vitriol. Then take it, and 
powder it, and ſpread it upon a Glaſs 
plate, and ſet it in a moiſt place to re- 
ſolve into an Oyly Liquor, which eva- 
porate ina Glaſs Cacarbit in Bales till 
it be ike Honey. Tothis add more of 
the Spirit of Viitriol, and diflolve this 
Honey-like Maſs, and whe it is diffol. 
ved, diſtill oft the Spirit of Vitriol, 
which pour again upon what remaineth, 
cohobating fo often till the Tartar, to- 
gether with the Spirit of Vitriol, be- 
come one Water : Which take (for it is 
the fiery Water of Tartar and Vitriol) 
and diftil gently in Ba/zeo, firſt the burn- 
ing Spirit of Vitriol; then encreaſe the 
Fire,and change the Receiyer, and diſti] 
the Oy of Tartar, which mult be reCti- 
fied, asallo the burning Spirzt of Vitriol; 
which two, are our Mercaries ſufficient- 
ly fitted for the Compoſition of the E-, 
lixir of the firit Order. 

There is yet another manner very - 
ſubtile, which is done by ExtraQtion 
and Sublimation ; bur 1t 1s very ſecret, 
which T will allo Communicate to the 
Worthy,and it is done out of the Yitriof 
of Veras, The 
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| The Forth PRAXIS, of the 
Vitriol of Venus. 


Ake Vitriol of Venus which is 
made of Yeradegreaſe and diſtilled 
Vinegar , by ExtreCtion, as is known ; 
Powder it,and put it into a Glaſs Retort 
very well Juted, put it into a Purnace 
with Sand. Fire, and put to it a Recei- 
ver, and begin to diſtil firſt with a gen- 
tle Fire till the Phlegm be come over ; 
then encreaſe the Fire, and when the 
white fumes begin to diſtil, change the 
Receiver and joyn a new one, which 
mult be well luted; and when the white . 
Spirit 15 diſtilled, encreaſe the Fire ; 
and as quick as can be, change the Re- 
ceiver, and di{til the Red Oy, which is 
the Ol of Veraegreaſe ; encreaſe the Fire 
till the Retort be of a white heat, and 
when no more will diſtil, take of the 
Receiver, and break the Retort, being 
firſt cooled, and take out the Capat 
Mortuum whith is obſcurely red, and 
ponderous,by reaſon of theYVexus which 
it containeth 3 powder it,and pour upon 
it its dephlegmated Oyl, and allo its 
white Spirit ; and when you have _ 
et. 


"© >) 

red on all the Spirit, cloſe the Veſſel, 
and circulate theſe Liquors upon the: 
Earth till they are perfeRly-united : 
then diſtill,, and firſt will come over a 
white and gummy Liquor, which is the. 
exuberate Water, then encreaſe the 
Fire and there will aſcend the Se/phay 
of Venus, {ubtile and penetrating all 
Metals after its Calcination. Take this 
and powder it, and put to it of the exu- 
berate Water, circulating and diffol- 
ving till both are turned into a glutinous 
Liquor ſhining like T'a/c ; which circu- 
late till nothing will aſcend and deſcend, 
then diſti], and there will diſtil a ſerene 
Liquor, which is our triumphant and 
EXuberate Mercary; and when it ceaſeth 
to diſti], encreaſe the Fire, anda white 
Sulphar will diftil, which 1s the glori- 
ous Sulphar extracted from the Earth 
of our Vezas, and the Feces which 
remain are the Terra damnat a, 

The following manner is of the Salt 
of Satarsy, uſeful and very profitable 
upon Metals, by reaſon 'of the grain 
of Gold which it containet!. 


For 


> 
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The F ifth PRAXIS, of the 
Salt of Saturn. 


FT"Ake the Salt of Saturn very well 

purified, and mix it with two 
parts of YVitriol caicined. Put this mix- 
ture intoa Caucurvit well Juted, and joyn 
to it an Alembic, luting it ſtrongly, and 
diftil into a good large Receiver firſt 
with a gentle Fire,and theWater which 
diſtilteth, is caſied the Pater and Ol of 
Nature diitilied from the Heart of Sa- 
tary, which refifie well til it is 
bright, break the Cacarbit, and if the 
 Caput Moriuum be red, it 1s good, if 
not, calcine it in a Cruc/ble with a gen- 
tle fire til] it be red. Take this and fepa- 
rate all heterogeneous things from.-it, as 
well as may be,after the vulgar manner, 
eill it be pure; which take and put into 
alarge Glaſs Veſlel, and pour upon it its 
diſtilled Oyl in great quantity, and put 
the Vellel ina warm place for four or 
five hours, and then filrer what 1s dif- 
ſolved of the Caput Mortuam, and vp- 
on what remaineth, pour new Oyl, and 
filtzr what 1s diflolved ; pour all the So- 
lutions together, ard di{till all Oyl by 
| Re- 


(83) 

Retort; ſoa certain white and ſubtiſe 
Sxlt will remain in the bottom, Take 
this and diſfolve it in new Oyl, and co- - 
hobate this Oyt upon the Salt of Saturn, 
tl] after the Oyl the volatile Salt of 8a« 
turn rifeth ; which purifie by four ſu- 
bltimations, every time changing the 
Veſſel ; and taking out that whieh is 
pure; and reQtife the Oyl by ſeven Di- 
{tillations, Then conjoyn the Salt with 
the Oyl, and digeſt this Maſs for four 
weeks in vaporous Bath, then difty in 
a Retort well tated, cohobating fo of- 
ten until they are inſeparably united. 
W hich Oyl is our Mercury, which being 
decocted with the Anima of Gold, and 
fixed, giveth a great TinCcture upon 
Lead. But the toYowing manner grves 
rot place to this, 


The Sixth PRAXTS. 


Ake Urine putrefied, and infpiflate 

it, out of which {fo inſpiſfated , 
make a Salt which 15 an Animal Salt; 
Diſtil this in a very ſtrong Retort, and 
what diſtilleth reQifie ſevert times, rilf 
it be pure and very bright, which keep. 
Take what remaineth inthe Retort and 
G 2 calclae 
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calcine it, and extract out of it a Salt 
with common Water, which Salt muit 
be rectified by Calcinations till it 1s 
white and floweth. Take this and 
Powder it very ſubrilly, and diſſolve it 
in the Water reſerved as above, and 
when it 1s diſſolved, abſtratt all its ſu- 
perfluities, ſeal the Veſſel and work the 
matter by Circulation of the Elements 
of this Urine until] the Matter appear 
dry by means of Circulation, which dil- 
ſolve again in the aboveſaid Water, and 
circulate the Solution by Diſtillation 
tillall be converted in the bottom of the 
Veſtel into a very thick and fat Oyl, 
which dry and diftil, and there will 
diftilla two-fold Water; one white,the 
other yellow, cach of which rectifie 
{even times by it ſelf. Now take the 
Cyl remainining inthe Retort from the 
P:iſtillation of the. white and yellow 
\Veter, and {ublime it in a clean Veſlel, 
cncrealing the Fire by degrees, and take 
what is lablimed, and put to it the a- 
boveſaid yellow reftified Water, and 
circulate the Water with the ſublimate 
till they are united; 1n which . diſſolve 
Gold, and cohobate the Water upon the 
G94 till the Gold be turned into an Oyl, 
| which 
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which is augmented by the yellow 
Water, conjoyned with the ſublimate, 
in /#fiz:ztum. And itis to be noted that 
after every cohobation of the Water 
upon the Gold, the Phlegm mult be 
ſeparated; this way 1s very available to 
Metals. 


The Seventh PRAXIS. 
"= our Vegetable Body, whic! 


is our Gold extracted ifrom 
the Minera of Saturn, Powder it very 
ſubrilly in a veryiclean Glaſs, and if it 
be one pound, put to 1: of our Water 
(which 1s the Aqua Vire diitilied troa 
Wine) two pounds ; mix it very well 
with a Glaſs Peſtle , grinding it for 
two or three hours eontinually, and 
when the Maſs is ſo mixed, pur itin a 
good ſtrong Glals, and digelt it for a 
fortnight 3 then open the Veilel, and 
evaporate the ſuperfluous Water, which 
is the Phlegm of that wondertul Wine 
from which the Phlegm dilfilleth firſt, 
and when the Maſs is dry, powder it 
and again diſſolve it in this Water,and 
again digeſt,and again evaporate, and 
when the Maſs isdry, yet once mcre do 
G 3} with 
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with it as before, then put it into a 
Cucarbit,and give a Fire of Sublimation, 
and what is ſublimed, put together,and 
what remaineth, work over again with 
our wonderful Wine, and {ublime, and 
what is ſublimed, put with the former; 
and {o often work the remainder with 
our Wine, till there remain 1n the bot- 
tom a {ubtile Powder of no value, for 
it is the Terradamaata, and the Deſert 
Jaid waſte, which calt away $ but take 
that which is ſubl:ned, and ſublime ir 
ſeven times by ir ſelf; then Powder it 
molt ſubtilly, and put it into a Glaſs, 
and put upon it {» much of our glorious 
Mercury that it may become a Palte, 
which ſo work that out of it by Circu- 
Jation, may be made a fixc Oyl. This 
tingeth all! impure Merais 1nto Gold or 
Silver, according as it 1s fermented. 
Our glorious Mercury 1s commodioutly 
prepaica after rhe following manner, 


The PRAXIS of the Glo.wwus 
Mercury. 


TT ake ourCorporalMercury,which is 
Animal, Vegetable and Mineral, 
the reaſon whereot tor the preſent I will 
not ſpeak of. Powder this moſt ſub- 
tilly, and pour upon it the Water of 
the Rock in equal weight(for this ſtony 
Spirit is white, and containeth the Soul 
of the Elements, and therefore it 1s 
called the Blood of Nature, Secret, CX- 
tratted from its own Body, Animal 
and Vegetable) and digelt it in Ba/zeo, 
circulating this Water upon the Mer- 
cry till it will work no more; then 
ſeparate the Water from the Earth, and 
add new, till all which is Homogeneal 
beextrattcd out of the Body, Then 
take this Water exuberated with the - 
Fire of tie Corporal Mercury, and cir- 
culate it intoa black Earth by continyal 
Operation, and when the Water is ſo 
converted into Earth,aiter it hathpaſſed 
throuzh all the other Elements, take 
it and ſublime it in a cloſe Vellel upon a 
gen:lz Fire, and what ſublimeth to the 
top of the Yeſle}, will, be a Volatile 
" Ws 4 Sue 
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Subſtance ſhining and ruddy. This is 
chat thing which tempereth the vio- 
lence of our Mercury, Take this Sub- 
ſtance very pure, and add to it its Wa- 
ter, and diſtill the Water with ir, and 
all which diſtillech will be bright, pon- 
derous ard unQtuous, and is our glori- 
ous Mercury. | 
The following manner js very good, 
which is done with white Sugar, which 
1s brought in great plenty from the Eaſt 
Jadies, © : 


The Eighth PRAXIS f 


OUSAT. 


Ake white Sugar-Candy which 
groweth in the Eazft Indzes 1n 

long Canals, and powdering it ſubrilly, 
pur it in a ſtrong Glaſs, and put to 1t 
the acid Spirit of Honey, very highly 
rectified ; and by Circulation, convert 
the Sugar with the Spirit of Honey 10- 
to a viſcous Earth, which circulate, ad- 
ding more of the Spirit of Honey, till tt 
bs thin and liquid in a paliih colour. 
Take this and digeſt it inBa/neo tor thir- 
ty days; which time being paſſed,opeh 
the Vellel, and diſtil off gently all the 
ſ\uper- 


| ( 89 )' = 
ſuperfluous Phlegm, then change the 
Recciver, and cloſe the Joynts exceed- 
ing well, diftil a viſcid Liquorof Sugar, 
which pour again upon what remain- 
cth, and diſtil the Liquor, cohobating 
ſo often upon what remaineth, till it 
alcendeth with the Liquor and leaveth 
the Feces behind, which keep well,and 
take the Liquor, and circulate it by It 
ſelf for ſeven or eight days in a eloſe 
Veſſel, then diſtil gently a clear and 
bright Liquor, which is one of our Mer- 
caries ; but what remaineth is thick as 
thin Honey, to which put the Feces a- 
bove reſerved, grinding both ſtrongly 
ina Mortar, and being very well mixt, 
put to them our diſtilled Mercnry, and 
ſeal up the Glafs firmly, digeſting till 
our Mercary by digeſtion groweth red 
with the Fire of its own Body, then 
ſeparate it, and add new to what re- 
maineth, proceeding as aboveſaid, tl 
it will no longer grow red ; keep what 
remaineth, and take the Mercurzes, and 
digeſt them for two days ; then diſtil 
with a gentle Fire (luting exceeding 
well) a white Liquor, which being di- 
tiled, put your Veſſel in Aſhes, en- 
creaſe the Fire, and diflil, and _ ; 
Wi 
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will diftil a thick Liquor very yellow; 
which keep, and reQifie very highly in 
Aſhes till it become clear, thin and 
bright ; then take the Feces and put 
them to thoſe above reterved; mix theſe 
well ina Glaſs Mortar, and afſate them, 
in the beginning gently, then ſtrongly, 
tilt after various colours they become 
_ yellowiſh ; which rake, and put to 
them drop by drop of the red refed 
Merciry, and circu:ate; when they are 
dry, add more of the red Mercury drop 
by drop, circulating the Mercury with 
this Earth ſo often, till it remaineth 
moiſt by Circulation ; then ſeal up the 
Yeſlel, and digelt it farther. 

Now take Gold calcined, and pour 
upon it our Mercury, and diſtill the Mer 
cry io often upon the Gold, till the 
Gold remaineth white, with which S9- 
zar Oyl che Medicine may be multiplied, 
xil] it is moſt ſtrong. 
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The Ninth PRAXTS. 


B Ake the Minera of the red Earth, 

out of which ſeparate a bloody 
and vaporous Humidity, which Circu- 
late by it ſelf for a long time, ill from 
theſe is made one red fume, and another 
white ; reQifie each of theſe by it ſelf, 
{ſeparating the ſuperfluous and combu- | 
ſtible S»/phur. Then take the Body 
well known, and coagulate theſe fumes 
upon it by means of a dry Fire, and 
when this Mals is like Aſhes,take it and 


* diftil, firfta Liquor, which is Lac Lune 


extracted out ofthe Rays of the Central 
Lea; and when it isdiftilled, take and 
reCtifie it till it ſhineth like Lsx4 1n her 
bright Luſtre (if it be firſt reAified up- 
on Su/phnr vive ſublimed, which mult 
eſpecially be here noted) this Liquor 1s 
our vivifying Air, green and very 

owerful in Virtue to multipy Luna, 
which is of kin to it. Take Lana firſt 
ſubiilly purified by various labours,and 
precipitated into a Powder by a corro- 
ſive; of which, with this Lunar Wa- 
ter, make a thick and blue Oyl, by a 
centle cohobation of the ſaid Lunar 
Mercury, 
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Mercury, upon L1na ſo prepared. And 
here it is to be noted, Thatafter eve- | 
ry Diftillation of the Mercury upon 

#4, the Phlegm mult be ſeparated, 
which the Mercury during the O- 
peration, by its own Virtue attracteth. 
Afterward, decoct that Lwnar Oy! by a 
gentle heat of External Pire for 190 
days, into a white ſhining - Earth, 
which muſt be mulciplied with the faid. 
Lunar Ol, till one part tingeth five 
thouſand parts of Vers into Luxs, 
This, Friendly Reader, - is what I 
was willing to ſay in” general, by 
divers Praxes tending to one end, which 
every one may eaſily underſtand, if he 
have but the knowledge of the Sr/phar 
and Mercary, diſcovered by me in the 
firſt Book. 
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have ſufficiently, in the foregoing 
Chapter, declared the Praxes in 
general, and openly efiough to be un- 
derſtood. But now I will ſpeak parti- 
cularly of the Operations, and for the 
greater Illuſtration of the ſaid very * 
clear generals, thatall who are War- 
thy and Faithful, may underſtand 
them. I know alſo, that for theſe 
Praxes I ſhall have many ill- Willers 
and Reproachers, andchiefly thoſe Phi- 
loſophers, who perſuade themſelves, 
that the TinEture may be made with a 
very little pains, in one Veſſe], one 
Furnace, with one External Fire, and 
ſo deceive, with themſelves, many 0= 
thers. But let theſe high-nos'd Scoffers 
know, that the Philoſophers Stone is a 
thing of higher moment than they ima= 
gine. For it isa difficult thing, and of 
deep ſearch to be underſtood; and of 
great labour to be accompliſhed; which 
they: with me would acknowledge, if 
they apprehended the Operations of 
Nature; But to what purpoſeare many 
words? They had rather die than ; a 
| tnat 
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that DoQtrine which is ſo radicated in 
their Minds, by reaſon of their unluc- 
ky Interpretation of the Books of the 
Ancient Philoſophers ; but enough of 
this, now I will proceed to the Praxes, 


The Firdg PRAX TS, of 
Mercury. 


Lthough this Praxis at the firſt 
fight, may feem ridiculous to 
many, yet it is true if it be underſtood. 
Take, 1» the Name of the Omnipotent 
God, of the beſt Mercury, which muſt 
be Pure, Flowing and Chryſtalline, 
and very Serene, which you may very 
well know, if you put it upon Silver ; 
and after Evaporation, it leaveth be- 
hind it a black ſpot, which is a certain 
{ign of Gold, or if you put it upon a 
ſtrong Fire, it emitteth green and red 
fumes; if it hath theſe ſigns, it 1s good, 
and fit for our Work; which you mult 
purifie by ſubliming it divers times,that 
at lengch by a long time, it may be- 
come pure and neat, and freed from all 
Corrolive and Phlegmatick Excre- 
ments, Which take and pour upon 
calcined Gold, mingling and _ 
the 
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the, Mercury with the Gold, till both 
are Very well mixed ; put them upon 
a gentle Fire, evaporate the ſuperfluous 
M:rcary from the Calx of Gold, till 
you fee it appear of a red colour ; then 
rake it and grind it ſubrilly in a Mortar, 
and amalgamate it with new Mercary, 
grinding without Fire (which is to be 
noted for this kind of malgamation 1s 
made without Fire) and when it is like 
fat Paſte, take and evaporate it again, 
reiterating this Amalgamation with 
new Mercury, and Evaporation of the 
faid Mercury, ſo of.en till you ſee the 

Nature of this Mercery to be ſufficient- 
ly introduced into this Gold, which 
may eaſily be diſcerned. This Gold is 
Mercurialized Gold, which take and 
digeſt in a Glaſs firmly cloſed for fome 
time ; which being done, take it out, 
and to reduce it proceed thus, Take 
the Mercurialized Gold, and mix it 
with the ſubtile and ſerene DMercary im 
ſufficient quantity, and put the mix- 
ture into a good ſtrong Glaſs Retort, 
which cloſe well, and digeſt this ſerene 
Mercury, circulating it upon the Gold, 
fo till you ſee no more to aſcend and 
defcend ; and in the bottom of the 


Vellel 
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Veſſel you will find the Gold corrupted; 
of a black colour ; which take and a- 
malgamate with new Mercury, diſtil- 
ling, cohobating and animating the 


Mercury upon the Gold, ſo often till the 
Gold is plainly reduced into a viſcid 


Water, which 1s its Reduttion, and 
requireth a long time ; out of which 
reduced Gold now the Elements muſt 
be ſeparated. Here let all the Ignorant 
_ Sophiſters and all Chymiſts be mute, 
who endeavour to make all TinQures 
in a {hort time without any labour. 
T heſe Idiots know not, that firſt there 
muſt be a Reduction of Gold into its 
firſt Matter ; namely, a thick ſplendid 


— 


and viſcid Water, abounding with the 


Principles of compounded Gold. Se- 
condly, the ſeparation of this reduced 
Gold,and Sublimation of the ſame moſt 
fixed Gold, before any profitable 'Tin- 
ture can be made. Verily an Herca- 
lean Work,and moſt laborious ! and not 
known but by thoſe who are Learned 
and Expert; which Lally and Geber, 
molt ſubtile Do&ors of Alchimy, do 
ſufficiently ſhew ; whoſe diyers ways 
of working deſcribed by them, axe to 
be accounted not Sophiſtication, as the 
0 Ignorant 
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Ignorant Chymic Mob perſuade them- 
ſelves ; but for the very Truth, ler all 
Searchers of the Chymic Art, read the 
Writings of the Ancient Sages, who 
have treated of Alchymj, from the 
moſt Ancient Hermes to the moſt Mo- 
dern ; they will find them all full of 
various Purifications, ReduCtions, Su- 
blimations, Calcinations, and the like, 
of the pure Subſtance of Nature ; and 
alſo of the Diſtillations and Circula- 
tions of the Wlements, which how la- 
borious it is, no Man who 15 wile is 
ignorantof. For the pure Subſtance 
of the Mineral Nature, is the Stone of 
the Philoſophers ; which beſore its com- 
pleat PerfeQion, is a rude and undige- 
fed Maſs, very much defiled by the 
Elemental impurity, which that it may 
attain the higheſt Puricy (namely, that 


it become a meer Fire, for the Stone it 


ſelf is nothing elie byt meer Fire con- 
centrated into one thing) it requireth 
very great labour. But nevertheleſs 
(deſpiſing theDoQrine of the Ancients) 
theſe new Chymiſts and fraudulent 
Gang, endeavour to obtain without a- 
ny Labour and Induftry, that which 
God hath given only ro the Lyborious; 
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but they are deceived, and with thems-. 


ſelves deceive many Perſons who are 
Tgrorant, Credulovs and Covetous of 
Gold ; wherefore alſo for their ſake, 
the true Art of Alchymy1s elfteemed' as 
anunprofitable Juggle. For it is a far 
other Work to divide and ſublime Gold 


than they phancy ; to the Operation of 


which I will now apply my felt. 

Take the Gold reduced by Mercury 
and difiil it, and there will diſftil a 
Water of Gold ; which®being done, 
the Air of Gold will diftil; and when 
that 1sover, then will diſti] the bloody 
and ſplendid Fire of Gold; and the 
Earth, as the fourth Element, remain- 
eth'in the bottom. Which take and 
aſl:te it gently upon a gentle Fire, and 
when it 1s affared, take the difſtiled 


Airand pour it upon the Earth, and, 


circulate till you haye conjoyned the 
fir and Earth. Then diſtil, and the 


Earth will ci{til ip the Belly of the Air,. 
and be {ulpended in it. This 1s a great 


Myitery, that the Exrth ſhould be fu- 
ipended inthe Air, and almoſt incredi- 
ble, unicſs it could be ocularly demon- 
itrated. Now take your Earth fuipen- 
ded inthe Belly of the Air, and decot 

IC 


it with Fire of Gold till jt grow red, 

which is the great Elix/r, which may 

be multiplied infinitely. O wonderful 

Nature ! Who permitteſt the Earth to 

be ſuſpended in the Boſom of the Air, 

and allo to inhabit with the Fire ! 

Thou verily art wonderful, becauſe 

thy Operations are wonderful. Hermes 

was very well acquainted with thee, 

when he ſaid, Separate the Earth from 

the Fire, the ihin from the thick, ({w-es- 

ly, and withy reat in;ewnuity, It aſcend- 

eth from Earth io Heaven, and again it 

deſcendeth to the Earth, and receiveth. 

the Virtue of the Superiors and Tnferiors; - 

and [uv th: World is created, | 
This Praxzs of Mercury (which ne- 

vertheleſs is not that vulgar Mercary 

which is {old by the 4potdecaries which 

the Alchymiſts lo wonderfully torture, 

bur another) 15 very good, to not only 

the Underſtandiog, but alſo to the 

Working of which I could wiſh thar 

all Worthy and Pious Perſors might 

attain ; for whoſe ſake I will ſubjoyn \ IJ 

the following Praxis for their greater . 

Tilumination in the faid A1.rouriat 

Praxis. 
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The Second PRAXI A 
of Mars. 


i Crocus Martis,not vulgar, but 
calcined, and made purple red 
by Spirit of Gallo not vulgar) Vitriol, 
and diſſolve rar Crocus in new Spirit 
of Vitriol, and wizen it 1s diflolved, 
then the Spirit will be very well tinged; 
which cccant, and circulate ſo long, 
till the Tincture by rhe Operation of 
the Spirit upon it, beginneth to be Yo- 
{itile, then diſtil, and again pour the 
eiftilled Water upon the reinainder, 
reiterating and conobating 1o often, till 
the Tin&ure aſc 2nd together with the 
Water, which is the TinEture of Mars 
extracted from the Earth of our Cha- 
/ybs, Wiich ditfti] divers times by its 
tcl!; then take what remainc th, 01 of 
which you have extra Qed tie Marti- 
a! Tindure, and Caicine it gently, OUT 
of which ſo calcined by gentle CoQti- 
on; by a _certzin Art extract the Salt, 
which puri ie very carefully, calcining, 
_ lovin and di {titling 7 {10 often, rill it 
ure and pafſeth into red, as the in- 
ah e COLOUF Ci Ets Dart a! Mizera, and 
diſſolve 


(101) 
diſſolve it in the ſaid red TinQure, and 
put both into a Glaſs Veſlel very 
well cloled, and decoct them both till 
they are fixed ina ſtrong Fire. With 
this TinQure of Afars (circulated upon 
Gold) you mult ferment, and again fix 
it; which if it be done thrice (namely 
fermented with the fermental Tincture) 
it wi] be a particular E7xir, whereof 
on part fixeth 1500 parts of YVexas into 
90t, | | 


The Thirid PRAXIS of the 
Fixed Body. 


Ake the Fixed Body which you 

very well know (which mult be 

very pure) and diſſolve it in Water, and 
when it is diſſolved, - put it preſently to 
the Fire, and diſtil gently the Phlegm, 
which caſt away, and when a certain 
aicid Water dilſtileth, change the Re- 
ceiver, and takeit; and when the Vel- . 
{els are cool, pour this Water again up- 
on the remainder, and dillolve it in a 
warm hear; and when it 15 dillolved, 
put it again preſentiy to a diftiving 
Fire, and difti] firſt the Phlegm.wiiich 
calt away (fer this Water 1n whici tae 
H 2 Pooy 
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Body is diffolved, is like Spzric of Wine, | 
for it attrafteth a watery Phlegm) and 
when the acid Water diſtillech, change 
the Receiver and take it, as you did be- 
fore. Continue this Work of ſo coho- 
bating and dephlegming for ſix times. 
Then take the Matter which 1s in the 
Veſſel, and is very much corrupted, 
ou {ubtilly, and put it a Glaſs Vel- 
el, and ſublime it by degrecs cf. Fire, 
and take this ſublimed Mercury and dil- 
 Joiveit into Warer with its own Water, 
and when you have this Water, take 
Luna finely laminated, and calt it into 
that Water ; and when it is diſſolved, 
diftil the Water from the Lexa, and 
y hat diſtillech, pour again upon the 
remaing Silver, reiterating ſo often tl 
you ſee the Lun turned into an Oyl by 
cohobation of this Water upon it. Thea 
take this Oyl and put to ic the Water 
with which the La22 was turred 1:0 
an Oyl, and* mix them both well, and 
put them -1nto a ftrong Veflcl ftronply 
cloſed,and put it into Aſhes, and digeit 
720 days till they are fixed into a white 
Powder, which take and difloive 1a the 
{yi with its Water ; and when it is 
<:{folved, digeſt it after the ſame man- 
SE acr 
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ner as you did before, reiterating this 
Work.io often, till this Powder flow 
like Wax, without fume. And here 
it is to be noted, That after the ſecond 
Fermentation with the Oyl, they are 
kxed in a ſhorter time. And this 11t- 
Cture tingerh much Vers to Luna. 


The Fourth PRA X1 S, of the 
Green Lyon. 


Ake that Subſtance which in the 
firft Book I named the Green Ly- 

oz, for that is our Gold, living, and 
green, of a Saline Nature, produced by 
Nature out of the pure Subſtance of the 
Elements. Diſlolve and congele this, 
ſo often reiterating,till ir floweth with- 
out fuming, which thar it may be more 
ealily brought to paſs.this Gald in every 
Solution mult be d:{folved ia its own 
Water. When this Gold foweth as 
Wax, take it and dif{olve it in that 
Warer in which our glorious -Earch'is 
refolved, and io every pound Of Gold 
Put half a ' pound of the glorious 
Earch diiſolved in its own Water ; and 
when the Gold 1; diſſolved, digelt xx 
for 20 days in a warm place, and ſepa - 
IH 4. rats 


rate (the Feces which during the circus 
lation, fall to the bottom) by Decanta- 


tion. Then take this Liquor and put 
it intoa Retort, and diſtil with a very 
centle Fire as much as you can of the 
Phlegm ; and when that is over, which 
you may diſcern by the taſte, put out 
the Fire and ccale Diſtillation , and 
when the Liqur is cold, weigh it, and 
if it weigh three pounds, take Vulgar 
Gol, and make a rcd Calx of it atter 
the vulgar manner, then free it from 
all corrolives, dry it, and pur it into a 
Circulatory (of this Calx there muſt be 
halfa pound)and put to it the aboveſaid 


three pounds of Liquor. 


Then cloſe 


the Velſlei,and circulate in Pa/zeo tor 40 
days, 11 which time you will fee it will 
be all plainly reſolved. Now diſtil,and 
what you Ciitil, pour again upon what 
remainetn, relterating till all what re- 
mained, be turned into Oyl of a gol- 
den colour, thick and far, which ſepa- 
rate from 1ts F<ces by Decantation, and 
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t tor 20 Gays, in which time 
2ugh thicker and 'atter. 
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Becauſe the glorious Earth is neceſia- 
ry tothis proceſs, and for the making 
. of it, I have not given ſo particular 
a manner; TI will alſo add the 
Praxis of this Divine Subſtance, for 
the ſake of all thoſe who ſcck this Art 
for the Honour of God, and the Good 
of their Neighbour. 


The Fifth PRAXIS, of the 
Glorious Earth. 


Ake the black Earth, which is al- 

ſo called Litharoe, and put it 1n- 

to a Retort well luted, and diſtilir, and 
rectifie well all which diſtilleth, then 
take the Caput Mortunum, and Powder 
it very well; for that is our black and 
obſcure coloured Lator, which muſt be 
whitened, and its blackneſs taken from 
It, according to the Fhiloſophers, who 
lay, Waſh Laton and tear your Books, 
leſt your Hearts be troken, Take therc- 
fore this Laton,and powder it in a Glats 
Mortar, with a Peſtle of the ſame mat- 
ter, and when you have powdered it, 
aſlare it gently upon the Fire, then put 
itintoa Glaſs, and pour upon it that 
whici you before diſtilled ; then ſhut 
the 
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the Glaſs and circulate the Matter ; and 
when it 1s circulated, d:[til it, and 
what you diiti] is our Mercury Pour 
this avain upon what remaineth, and 
digeſt, and then diftil, and when all is 
diftilled, encreaſe the Fire, and our 
Glorious Earth will ſublime, which is 
our Fire {ubtihized, our Su/pher and our 
Dizz:,. which being [o prepared, burn- 
eth Gold into Aſhes, out of which !s cx- 
tracted the Aurnm Potabile, whole uſe 
is VCry great 1n reſtoring lo!t Strength. 


f Þ- Grth PR AXIS. 


" "Ake the Glorions Earth duly pre- 
pared, as much as you pleaſc,and 
calcinate it gently, and put to this 
2x4 in weight of our Mercary, mix 
_ them well, "then diftil with a ſtrong 
Fire, and Urge As muci? as will aſcend, 
and pour ait which di{till eth, upon the 
rem-1110g part, and diilil, and _ 
good itt ong Fire there will diſtil a thick 
ciear and gumiy Liquor. Circulate 
this by it cif 25 days ; thenreCtitic it 
by it {=1f four times, then dephiegr it ; 
and this is our Mercury Triumphant; in 
which diſfo've Gold, and by circulation 
make 
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make it an Oyl, circulate this Oyl till 
it be a dry matter. Imbibe this with 
the above-ſaid thick Mercnry, and fix it, 
which reiterate three times. Then rake 
this Maſs and ſeparate it from the Fe- 
ces, as well as may be, by Sublimarion, 
and what ſublimeth, decoct and imbibe 
with our triumphant Mercury, and fix 
it ſooften, till it 15 fixed, flowing and 
' tingeth. This way is ſhort, and is ve- 
ry powerful in tranſmutation of Me- 
tals. | 


The Seventh PRAXIS of 


Cinmnabar. 


77 2 red Cinnabar.made of Mercury 
viveby means of Sulphur. Pow- 
der this very well, and pour upon it - 
Spirit of Salt very well rcctified-ewo 
pounds, and mix them very well (and 
note,tiat1n the'mixing them, the Glaſs 
will grow very hot, which heat cometh 
from the Internal Sulphurous and Mer- 
curial Fire of 'the C;z#nabar) then pur it 
.4n Balneo and circulate for a long time, 
then diſtil, and pour all the Spirit of 
Salt which diftifleth, ag2in upon the 
Cinta ar, end diſt] again, _ 
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ſo often, till the Spirit of Salt aſcend- 
eth very red as blood, which diſtil gent- 
ly in Balzeo, and the Spirit of Salt will 
diftil, but the TinQure of Ciznabar will 
remain, which keep, and pour the Spt- 
rit of Salt to the remaing C:znabar a- 
2412, and extract the TinEture as you 
Gid betore, and if all rhe Mercurial Sal- 
pbur be {ocxtracted out of the Cimnaber, 
and the > PIYiE of Salr alfo diſtilled irom 

the T incures, then Keep the Oyl of 
Ci2;:abar, and pour again the Spirit of 
Salt to the remaining Ciazabar, and di- 
geſt and Until ar laſt with a ſtrong Fire, 
and the ſublimed Zercaury will diltil like 
Cryſtal ; which diflolve in the Oyl of 
Cinzavar, and mix both very well, and 
diftil them into one red Liquor which 
is Very Pretious. 


The Eizhth PRAXIS 


Ake a Spirit of Mercury vive, 
1 A and when you have well de- 
pbiezmed and reCtificd it, put it into a 
good {trong Glaſs,and pur it tothe Fire, 
and when the $ Spirit 1s warm, Ca{t in a 
little of the Corporeal Mercury, {9 _ 
Til it become titick, then encreaſe the 
"a 
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| Fire, and all will be diſſolved, then deco& 
this-mixture till it bedry; then take new 
Spirit of Mercury and warm it, and caſtin 
this dry matter as you did before, and de- 
coct, and ſo proceed with new Spirit of 
A1crcury divers times ; and if you now ſee 
your Mercury like a Role in the bottom, 
then take this Mercury and powder it ſub. 
tilly, and pur it into a Glaſs firmly cloſed, 
and digeſt it in 15 days with a good ſtrong 
Fire; then open the Veſſel, and put to it 
drop by drop in a Glaſs Mortar, grinding 
It, as much of the Spirit of Afercnry as 15S 
{ufficient, and the matter will be like a 
thin Paſte, which digeſt ſeven days, then 
evaporate, and upon the remaining Aercu- 
7y pour new Spirit to cover it over divers 
Fingers breadths; and ſhut the Glaſs firmy, 
and put it to circulate 5o days in a good 
ſtrong Fire, and you will perceive the mat- 
ter to be fat; which circulate till it be again 
thin, then put it to the Fire, and ſeparate 
the pure from the impure, and diftil the 
pure, and there will diſtil a very ſybtile Spt- 
rit, and what remaineth, w1ll be like Frogs 
Spawn, but whiter and more bright. Now 
take the thin and diſtilled Spirit,and pour it 
upon the remaining matter; digeſt, difti}, 
and cohobate,till this thickOyl aſcend toge- 
ther with the thin Spirit, and when It 1s 11 
the Receiver, it ſwimmeth above the Spirit, 
and is bright as Chriſtal, which. ſeparate, 
and circulate by it ſelf; then diftilit, and 
when 
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when it is diſtilled, circulate it upon Zara, 
and it will be agood Work. 


This is what 1 have ſpoken particularly. 


But I haſten to what followeth, which ts the 


practical way of our A/ercury upon the Calx 


of Sol or Lana. 


Temperate Water. 


Take our Glorious Earth, which being ca}- ' 


cined, circulate with our ercxry, diſtilling 
till they become one Water, bright and clear, 
which is the Temperate Water. 


The Uſe of the Temperate Water. 


Take Gold and amalgam it with Hercury, 
and evaporate the Mcrcury, and calcine the 
remaining Gold, and edulcorate, till it be- 
cometh a Powder very ſpongeous, and pur- 
ple red; which put into a Circulatory ; and 
pour upon ita ſuthcient quantity of 7empe- 
rate Water, and work it by Circulation, Di- 
ſtillation and Cohobation, till the Gold re- 
Mainethin the bottom in form of a viſcid 
Calx, and feparate the ſuperfluous Water. 
Now when this Calx 15 prepared, the Prax- 
5s is tobe ordered inthe following manner : 
Take of this Golden Calx and our Earth 
ana, both being very wellfpowdered ; put to 
it drop after drop,grinding it,fo much er- 
eury as you ſte is ſufficient, which you may 
caſily ſee ; then take this matter and pur iz 

Into 


P es " 
Wy bas 2 
y 4 a 
$ 
Fg 


(111) 


into a Glaſs Veſſel and circulate 20 days, 
then take jt out and put it in-Sand, and diltil 
our Mercury from the Calxes; and that 
which aſcendethr after the Mercury i in form 
of a Cryſtalline Powder, take and put to 
w Fat remaineth, and difſolve it in Mercury, 
and diſtil, and it will ſublime, which again 
put to what remaineth, and circulate, and 
Gift}, and there will remain the Glorious 
Earth of our Gold and of our Earth, Cons 
joyned by virtue of the Natural Fire, which 
take and reduce by our Mercury into a Tine 
eture, 
Thus far, Friendly Reader, by the Divine 
GraceI am come ; and have, with a willing 
Mind, inſtrutted thee by divers Praxes to 
make our Golden, Famous and fo Celebrated 
Stone, by which alſo, if thou beeſt ingent- 
ons, thou wilt ſee what advantage you 
may receive from them; and how diff- 
cult and Hercylean a Work it istocome at, 
But that I may conclude this little T reatiſe, 
I will firſt adviſe thee to ſtuddy to know 
theſe three principal things: 

Firſt, That you know the true matter, 
which is one only matter, out of which all 
our prattical ways muſt be performed. T his 
matter Jurketh every where, ard in all 
things; its Name is Salt. This Salr you 
muſt know, before you begin any Praxis. 
T 18 Salr, tho? as I have ſaid, ic lurketh eve- 
ry where, yet it is not fo commonly and 


openly found every where; for it isa hidden 
Sat, 
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Salr, and Inrketh hiddenly in all things, and 
for that reaſon it is called the Central Sal of 
all things. | 

Take this while it may yet properly be 
called an undetermined Hyleal and hidden 
Salr. | 

Secondly, In the mixtion it is to be noted, 
That the Water muſt predominate over 
the Body; for of neceſſity the Body mult 
firſt be diſſolved in its Water, and turned 
into Water, before the Body can corporife 


ky - h 


the Water, and which verily muſt be done 


with very great caution, by little and little 
diſſolving the Earth; for the Earth is weak 
in the beginning, and if you ſuffacate it 
with its Water, there will enſuz a Sea of 
Confuſion. | 4 -M 

Thirdly and laſtly, the Regimen of the 
Fire muſt be obſerved, which muſt be ſome- 
times gentle, ſometimes ſtrong, ſometimes 
temperate, ſometimes ſubtile and vaporous, 
according to theOperation of the Operative 
matter. The knowledge of this Regimen is 
a great Secret, which above all things the 
Artiſt-muſt know, if he delireth the wiſhed 
end ; Which from the bottom of my Heart I 


Fiſh to all who are worthy, through our Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
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